NEW LEISURE: HOW ISIT SPENT?

A study of What One Hundred Twenty-Two Textile Workers of Leaksville, Spray,
and Draper
Are Doing with the New Leisure Created by the N. R. A.
as Applied to Certain Types of Activities
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[. Introduction

What isleisure? How should it be used? Who shdl have it? How much
shdl he have? Such questions have exigted for along time, and many different
answers have been given. Today, questions concerning leisure have a peculiar
sgnificance- they are questions arising from apulsing socid problem of
comparatively recent origin: namely, the creation, by an act of the Federd
Government, under the direction of the National Recovery Adminigration, of new
leisure for the laboring class. One might well pause here for another question:
Why isthe new leisure for the laboring classasocid problem? An answer is
suggested by another question: How isthe new leisure spent?

Questions of this kind actuated the present study, the chief purpose of which is
to show what certain textile workers are doing with the new leisure created by the
N. R. A. A brief review of the history and the development of the mill villagein
the South; a summary of the gradud reduction of working hours for textile
workers since 1776; and afew facts about the communities which served as a
fidd for the study, are given as a background for the findings.

Pagelll
FIELD

Those in search for something, rarely ever begin a home- foreign places are
much more dluring. However, in selecting afield for this sudy, the investigator
did not seek unfamiliar ground: the “home-town” presented itself as amost
interesting source for the information desired. Thus, the mill communities of
Lesksville, Spray, and Draper became an area for investigation. Representative



dreets of the three communities were chosen, and a house-to-house canvass
made.

NATURE OF STUDY

During the interviews with the textile workers, data concerning their leisure-
time activities was collected. In order to support generd impressions, the
resulting information was tabulated according to sex, age, and community, and, in
some ingtances, combinations of the mentioned classifications were used.

METHOD

It is generdly understood that in a study of thistype, aforma questionnaire
cannot be used. Questions concerning what one does with one’ s spare time
cannot dways be correctly answered with amere“yes’ or “no”. Certain
modifications are frequently necessary. However, asaguidein directing
questions during the interviews, the investigator did use arough schedule of
possble leisuretime.
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activities. Willingnessto tak, on the part of the one questioned, is often checked
when he sees that the questioner is writing what he says. In order to prevent this
gtudion, theinvestigator did aslittle writing as possible during the interviews,
resorting only to checking items and taking down catch words or phrases. The
bulk of writing was done after the investigator reached home.

It is necessary here to make further comments about the rdiability of the
answers given to some of the questions. Sometimes “no” (or “yes’) would be
given as the answer to a question, whereas further questioning would prove the
inadequacy of thefirst answer. For example, let ustake an actud case:

1. Question: “ Do you read very much during your spare time?
1. Answer: “ Right smart.”

2. Question: “ Do you read magazines?”
2. Answer: “No.”

3. Question: “ Do you read newspapers?”
3. Answer: “ Yes, | read the funnies.”

4. Question: “ Do you read books?”
4. Answer: “ Nothing but the New Testament.”

The criterion of how much reading “Right smart” actudly is, ssemsto vary with
theindividua. However, during the casud conversation, which in some cases
was quite humorous, much light was thrown on the answers to certain questions.
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Il. Increased Leisure: A Problem



Leisure, meaning freedom from necessary occupation or business, continues
to be asubject of much comment and agitation. For many years, interest in the
question was chiefly centered around argument for and againgt shorter working
hours for the laboring masses. Gradudlly, the working hours have been reduced,
and with recent years, discussion of leisure has taken on a different tone. With
the redization of increased leisure has come the problem of what to do withiit.

Many difficulties have arisen from the atitude of large numbers of people
toward leisure. Conditions during the early development of this country
emphasi zed the vaue of work, and leisure was more or less placed under a ban.
Only the jobless rich had the privilege of enjoying freedom from work; the poor
were consdered indolent if idle1 The old proverb, “the Devil findswork for idle
handsto do,” expresses atraditiona attitude. Fortunately, this point of view has
been gradualy modified, and large numbers have accepted a philosophy based
upon the idea that man cannot live by bread done and that time is needed for life
enrichment.

The increased amount of leisure and the new view of its importance have led
to amore criticad condderation of the

1. Cutten, G. B. The Threat of Lasure p. 16
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forces which influence the use of leisure, and of the various ways in which the
American people are making use of it. What one does during his free momentsis
largely determined by his tagtes, interests, attitudes, background, and loydties,
plus the existence or absence of gppedling opportunities.2 His action mirrorsthe
influence of individua and group examples. What are some of these mgor
influences? Firgt inimportanceis the home, becauseit is here that the firgt habits,
attitudes, and interests are formed. The school and the church are dso influentia
factors. The former creates opportunities of salf-development and opens up new
avenues of interest. The church serves asamord influence, directing the
individud’s choice of leisure activity. The neighborhood and community tone-
“They say,” “Itisn’t done” “It'sthething to do,” “They'redoing it,”- likewise
exercise a control over the individua’ sinclination.3 Not to be ignored as major
influences in determining the use of leisure, are advertisng and commercia
amusementsin generd. It would be difficult to ascertain the actud extent to
which advertising is responsible for the wholesale participation in certain
activities, however, the fact thet it isasgnificant

2. Lies, E. T., The New Leisure Challenges the Schools, p. 28
3. Ibid., p. 253
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influence is unquestionable. Closdly associated with advertisng are the
commercid amusements. Too frequently, one' sleisure activities are entirely
confined to the passive enjoyment of the various commercia amusements offered
in his community; in fact, the outstanding characterigtic of the atitude of certain
groups of American people toward diversion in generd isthat of passve
participation.

What are the most popular leisure time activities of the people of such groups?
Peasure motoring, attending movies, reading newspapers and light fiction,



listening to the radio, and attending basebal and football games are the foremost
diversonsa4 In practicadly every case, they are activities which require no active
participation on the part of theindividua. What a contrast are those diversons
which absorbed the leisure time of our forefatherd The differenceislargely due
to the fact that the present generation is more or less dominated by the machine.
Stuart Chase informs us that the total annual cost of dl forms of play and
diverson in the United States is roughly estimated as twenty-one billions of
dollars- about one hdf, or nearly eeven hillions, of which is spent for diversons
impaossible without machinery.s He further Sates that the machine has affected
play in anumber of mgor ways. (1) It has given us more

4. SeeChase, S, Men and Machines, p. 257
5. Ibid., p.256

Page 4

playthings, (2) Morelesurein whichto play; (3) Moreincome per family with
which to buy the increase in output of playthings, and (4) Mass production in
amusement.s The result is that we have become watchers rather than doers, we
have acquired arestless passion for being entertained.

The importance of having some leisure time is no greater than that of the
proper use of thistime- we have attained the first, but the latter congtitutes an
immediate socid problem. How to avoid the misuse of leilsure- which Burns
defines as “any occupation of spare time which leads to a degradation of
persondity or of the tone of socid intercourse or to adegreein hedth,
intelligence, or vitdity of any one, owing to what he or she does in that spare
time- isthe problem to be solved. It is during on€' s leisure moments rather than
during the hours of work that character is made or marred s-what one does during
hisleisure time revedswhat heredly is, it isthe supreme test of hisinner life.
Because of its sgnificance in the molding of persondity, and because of the
opportunities which it offers for life enrichment, individuals must be trained for
the proper use of leisuretime. Herein lies a chdlenge to education: Children
must be taught how to live and not

6. Chase S, “Play”. Ch.XIV. Whither Mankind, p.343
7. Burns, C. D., Leisurein the Modern World, p. 220
8. Lies E. T, op.cit, p. 28. Seedso Gulick, L. H., A Philosophy of Play, p. 120
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merely how to make aliving. Training must be given during the school yearsto
develop interests and traits that make for aricher and more satisfying adult life. A
man or woman who has been educated for leisure will not depend upon these
people to keep amused.s Man's happiness comes from within himsdf, and the
happiness which his nature demands isimpaossible until the cregtive part of himis
awakened. The reason so many people are at aloss what to do with themsalvesin
ther leisure time, and make a stupid use of it in consequence, isthat their crestive
faculties were never awakened when they were young.10 In order better to meet
these demands, the school program should include physical education, reading
and literature, dramatics, music, and the handcrafts, nature study, and socid life.11

The respongibility of training individuals for a proper use of their lesure time
is not confined to the schooal, for there are individuas who enjoy only a brief
period of schooling. The various community agencies, Y. M. C. A.s, clubs, €tc.,
must share this responsbility. Individuas have to learn to appreciate good



literature, good music, games, and sports. The community not only must offer
desirable opportunities for occupying lelsure time, but it must also teach the
individua to make use of such

9. Jacks, L. P., Education Through Recreation, p.40
10. Ibid., p.102

11. Lies E.T., op.cit., p.253
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opportunities. The problem will be solved, according to Cutten by means of two
complementary methods:

“Inthefirg placeit should be through communities organizing to bring
about desirable means for occupying leisure time, and, in the second place,
theindividua will be trained to spend his own leisure in a satisfying

manner. Little can be done until public opinion and community spirit

indill agenerd ided, and community organization aids in consummating

it” 12

All this points to the need of a positive program rather than to our present
negetive or indifferent atitude. We must redize thet leisureisand must be a
means and not an end; that its true vaue is measured by what we do with it- by

whether it lifts us or lowers usin the world not of materid but of spiritud vaues.
13

Adgde from the theoretica question concerning leisure, we are primarily
interested in the problem from the standpoint of the textile worker. In what ways
is he making use of his newly acquired privilege- increased leisure?

12. Cutten, G. B., op. cit., p.113
13. Alger, Geo. W., “Leisure- For What?', Atlantic Monthly, CXXXV (April, 1925), p. 492
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[11. Reduction of Hours Since 1776
Arguments For and Against Shorter Hours

In order fully to gppreciate the significance of the present leisure for the
textile worker, and to understand more sympatheticaly the manner in which heis
meaking use of such an opportunity, it is necessary to consider the working hours
before January 30, 1934, and to review briefly theindustria growth of the South.
Before reviewing the gradua reduction of working hours snce 1776, let us
congder for amoment some of the arguments for and againgt shorter hours, or
increased leisure for the |aborer.

Arguments for shortening the work day in the United States at first were based
on the grounds that children should have more opportunity for education, and that
adult workers should have sufficient leisure to permit them to exercise more
intelligently their rights as citizens. In recent years, the hedth dangers of
excessve hours have furnished the chief excuse for shortening the work day.1
The benefits of shorter hours are briefly summarized in the Encyclopaedia of the
Social Sciences asfollows:



“When the hours of labor are excessve, the worker is denied the
opportunity to become a capable citizen. A democratic regime acquires
vitdity

1. National Industrial Conference Board, Legal Restrictions on Hours of Work intheU. S, p. 3
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only through the shortening of working time, which releases millions of
people for civic activities. Shorter hours aso contribute to socia progress
in another way: increased leisure a the disposa of employed workers
tends to simulate new wants, leading to an expansion in the demand for
consumer goods and to a more intensive operation of the productive
system.”2

Arguments againg the shorter hours seem to follow, in generd, the old adage:
“Idlenessisthe Devil’sworkshop.” This attitude is summarized as follows:

“Strange asit may seem, leisure islooked upon with misgivings by some
high-minded, mora and well-meaning people. They seem to fed that the
American people will not know what to do with leisure; that they will
accumulate bad habits of mind and action; that it will cause agenerd
breaking-down of good intentions and of mora ways of living.”3

History of Working Hours

In the North, the length of the working day has been reduced much more
gradudly than in the South, where the changes, in some instances, have been
extremely abrupt. These differences should be kept in mind while reviewing the
history of working hours.

At the beginning of the factory system in the United States, the hours of work
were exceedingly long. Thisof course, was anaturd outcome of an earlier
agricultura society in which the hours of labor were from sunriseto sunset. In
the early factories (1775-1835) the working day

1. Encyclopaedia of the Social Sciences, VI, 478
2. Walker, L. C., Distributed Leisure p. 226
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Was, in summer from 14 to 16 hours aday with 2 hours or less off for meds; in
winter, 9 to 12 hours, with 1 hour or lessfor meds.4 An esimate of the time
worked in factories was made in 1839 by James Montgomery, who is quoted by
John R. Commons.

“In many, and perhaps the mgjority, of the middle and Southern States, the
average was about 13 ¥hours per day or 82 Yhours per week in summer,
and about 75 Yhours per week throughout the year.”s

The firgt attempts to shorten the length of the work day met with more
formidable oppogtion than any modern effort to gain an eight hour day, for public
sentiment could gppreciate no reason why an employer should not require his
wage earners to work as long as the former shop keepers or housewife.s



After making unsuccessful appedsto Congress for legidation for a shorter
working day, labor early in 1835 appealed directly to President Jackson, who
ordered the ten hour day established in government work.7 1n 1840, President
Van Buren issued an executive order, making the ten hour day in government
work a permanent policy. Many states, of which New Hampshire was the firgt,
passed laws making ten hoursthe legal day, and by 1870, the ten hour day was the

4., Beman, Lamar T., FiveDay Week, p. 43

5. Commons, John R., History of Labor intheU. S, I, 172

6. National Industrial Conference Board; op. cit., p. 3

7. “America s Trend Toward Shorter Hours Since 1791”, an editorial, Congressional Digest, X|
(October,1932), 22
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rule in crafts, but bakeries, transportation, cotton mills, and others worked eleven
to fourteen hours.g The South did not respond to the demand for a shorter
working day.

During the late Sxties adrive for an eight hour day had begun, and by the
middle of the eghtiesit had rolled up grest momentum under the leedership of a
large labor union called the Knights of Labor. On May 1, 1886, 190,000 workers
struck, 42,000 successfully, and 150,000 others won shorter hours without
griking. 9

“The eight hour question had gppeared in December 1865 when Senator
Grotz Broun of Missouri offered to the Senate a resolution ingtructing the
committee on judiciary to inquire into ‘the expediency and rightfulness of
enacting alaw providing for eight hours on al government work.” 10

In 1868 the U. S. Congress passed the eight hour law for |aborers employed
on Federd Government work, but private enterprise hesitated to follow the
example.

Union organizations continued their fight for the shorter working day, and in
many indusiries the hours were reduced. Naturaly, the labor unions have
centered their attack upon those industries which were made up primarily of men
employees (in contrast to women and children). On the other hand, the fight for
shorter hours by legidation has chiefly applied to women and children. In
practice, however, this has meant (at least in those

8. Beman, Lamar T., op. cit., p. 48
9. lbid., p. 43
10. Commons, John R., op. cit., p. 104
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occupations induding many women) the limiting of the operating hours of the
edtablishment, thus accomplishing the purpose of shortening hoursfor dl

members. By 1906, 76% of the workersin manufacturing industries throughout
the United States worked 54-60 hours aweek, and 8% over 60. The South was
especidly dow in reducing the hours, and aslate as 1917, gpproximately 79% of
the workers in the South were in establishments where the prevailing nomina
hours were 60 or more per week; only 18.3% were in establishments where the



hours were as few as 56 per week. None was on a shorter schedule than 56 hours.
11

The situation in the South from 1907 until the enaction of the present N. R. A.

Code can be seen by obsarving the law regulating the hours of work for women
and children in Southern Indusiry:

“The maximum hours of work fixed by law in 1907 in cotton mills were
gxty aweek in Virginia, South Caroling, and Alabama, and sixty-9x in
North Carolinaand Georgia Mississppi had no legd redtriction.” 12

By 1933 some improvement had been made: Arkansas, Louisiana, Oklahoma, and
Texas limited the hours of work for women to nine hours aday and 54 aweek,
with exceptions. North Carolinalimited the hours of employment of women
workers in manufacturing , except season indudtries, to

11. National Industrial Conference Board, Hours of Work as Related to Output and Health of Workers, p. 4
12. Otay, Elizabeth L., “Women and Children in Southern Industry”, Annals of the American Academy of
Political and Social Sciences, (January 1931), 166
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eleven hoursaday and 55 aweek. Georgia, Kentucky, and Mississppi limited
the employment of women to ten hours aday and sixty aweek; Virginiaten hours
aday, but no limit to the week; and Tennessee dlowed aten and ahdf day and a
fifty- seven hour week for femaes.13 Alabama had no regulations concerning the
hours of work of women.

As has been said the North was far ahead of the South in the reduction of
hours. Since our study is primarily concerned with the Stuation in North
Cardlina, let us pause, in our discussion of the reduction of hours, for a brief view
of the gtuation in this particular state. Before the passage of 1903, of alaw
limiting the number of working hoursin aweek to 66, the length of the working
week ranged from 63 to 75. with the average closeto 69. 14 The legidature of
1901 would have passed a bill but for an agreement signed by most of the mills
limiting the hours to 66 and the minimum ageto 12 years. 15 A ten-hour law was
introduced into the state senate in 1911 by a senator from Leaksville, the late
Allen D. Ivie, who won his campaign through the stand he took in regard to
shorter hours. The working hours of the mgority of the millsin the date, as
reported by the various commissioners of

13. Ripkin, CharlesW., “Socia Legidation”, Ch. 30 Culture in the South, p. 133
14. Thompson, Holland, Fromthe Cotton Field to the Cotton Mill, p. 133
15. Ibid., p. 134
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Labor (1921-1926) ranged from 10-11 hours aday, or 55 or 60 hours a week.
Night work has been as universa in North Carolina as have been the long hours.

The gtate, has from time to time, passed laws regulating the working hours of
women and children. The League of Women Voters has played an important role
in the ruggle for shorter hours for the children of North Cardlina A summary of
what had been accomplished by 1929, was given by Mrs. Bulus B. Swift,
Chairman of the Committee on the Working Child of the North Carolina League
of Women Voters, in an article, Child Labor Laws are an Outgrowth of the Public



Demands of the Sate, published in the Sunday Herald Sun of October 20, 1929.
16

“The General Assembly of 1903 passed a statute forbidding children under
12 yearsto work in factories or manufacturing establishments, but
gpecifically exempted canneries where oysters needed to be opened and
shucked. Children under 16 and over 12 years had their working week
limited to 66 hours by this Assembly.

“In 1907 the Child Labor Law was amended by throwing out the
exemption referring to canneries, and adding that children between 12 and
13 years could not work in any factory except in an gpprenticeship
capacity, and only then after having attended school for four months out of
the preceding 12 months. Night work in factories was dso forbidden at
thistime, to boys and girls under 14 years, between the hours of 8 p. m.
and5a m.

“The legidature of 1913 took another step forward when it raised the night
work prohibition of children from 14 to 16 years of age, even though the
hours were changed from9 p. m.to6 a. m.

16. Infile, “Child Welfare”, North Carolina Collection, Library of the University of North Carolina.
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“By this same legidature employment certificates for children over 12 and
under 13 years, showing age and school attendance, were made mandatory
for manufacturers, and county superintendents of schools were given the
duty of investigating violaions of law.

“In 1915 a 60-hour week and 11-hour day was enacted for minors and
women. In 1919 the gate child welfare commission, conssting of the
state superintendent of public education, secretary of the state board of
hedlth, and commissioner of public welfare, was created. To this body
was given the power of making rules and regulations for the enforcing and
carying out of the child labor rules. By law in thisyear, children under

14 years were forbidden to work in any mill, factory, cannery, work shop,
manufacturing establishment, and in or about any laundry, bakery,
mercantile establishment, etc., except in cases under regulation of the
Child Welfare Commission. Children under 16 were forbidden to work in
mines and quarries. By ruling of the Commission, the legd work day of
children under 14 years was limited to 8 hours. Girls under 14 years were
prohibited from working in any of the above mentioned establishments,
and work certificates based on proof of age were made mandatory.

“The 1927 law which permits children between 14 and 16 years who have
passed the fourth grade to work 11 hours a day and 60 hours a week, while
the working hours of children who have not reached this educationa
requirement are limited to eight hours aday and 48 aweek, aso prohibits
night work between the hours of 7 p. m. and 6 a. m. for children under 16
years.



“The present rulings (1929) may be summarized asfollows. Thereisan 8
hour day for children under 14. Thereisa48 hour and 6 day week for
children 14- 16 in occupations specified under minimum age, except that
children of 14 who have completed the fourth grade may work 11 hoursa
day and 60 hours aweek.”

In 1931, the notorious “fourth grade clause’ was eliminated, that the 8-hour
day and 48 hour week would apply to dl children under 16 in the occupations
covered by the child labor law- except to boys over 14 who were supporting
themsdlves or widowed mothers. The working hours for women

Page 15

over 16 years of age, in factories and mills, were limited to 11 hours aday and 55
hours aweek by another bill which, however, removed dl redtrictions on hours of
men over 16. Girls between 16 and 18 years of age were dso prohibited from
working in mills, factories, canneries, etc., after 9 p. m. and before 6 a m.

While the prevailing hours in North Caralina, and in the South in generd,
were sixty hours aweek, the North, which had generaly won the eight-hour day,
began agitation for afive-day week. In addition to the usud argument of “justice
to the worker in order that he might have more time in which to enjoy life”
another reason was advanced. From 1929, the situation in industry arising from
the depresson brought forth a genera gpped for parceing out work in a manner
that would keep as many workers employed as possible. The executive council of
the American Federation of Labor voiced such an argument inits pleafor
permanent adoption of the five day week:

“It is the one remedy which can be quickly gpplied, and which in
operation will restore jobs for millions of working men and women who
are now idle, and who are suffering from hunger, distress, and want.
Surely these idle people have some claim upon our economic, political,
and socia order.

“Labor holds that they may properly demand the right to work. Industria
management can make vital and active the exercise of this right by making
an equitable didribution of the amount of work available,

“The falure of industry, industrid management, and individua ownership
to meet the Stuation voluntarily through the National Chamber of
Commerce, Manufacturers Associgtion, or financid organizations, to
dlocate the available amount of work among all
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who are able and willing to work, makesit necessary to call upon the
Chief Executive of the Nation, spesking for al the people and supported
by public opinion to demand, in the name of dl the people, that indugtrid
management inditute immediately the shorter work day and the shorter



work week not in isolated industries, but in anationa way and upon a
nationd basis.” 17

During the late twenties, many industries did adopt the “ share the work” policy,
which was an attempt on the part of the employersto hold their working
organizations together, and to insure al families some little source of income.
Theleisure time thus created for the worker was forced, irregular, and uncertain.
In addition to these disadvantages, wages were naturdly reduced, and during the
“enforced leisure’ there was no income whatever.

Pro and con discussion of the five-day week continued, and in the North,
many industries began to adopt it as their working schedule. The South, again,
was dow to make any further reductions in the working hours. However, the
textile industry, because of overproduction, tried to limit the hours of operation by
voluntary agreement. The plan, which originated with a group of southern mill
owners, resulted in the organization, in June 1926, of the Cotton Textile Indtitute.
Thefird redly effective attack on the long-week and on excessive productionin
the textile manufactures was the 55-50 plan, involving voluntary

17. “The Nation Wide Drive for the Five Day Week”, an editorial, Literary Digest, (August, 1932), p. 4
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reduction of hoursto 55 hours for the day shift, and 50 hours for the night shift,
which was adopted by the Inditute in March 1930. At ameseting of mill
executivesin Atlanta, Georgia, June 6, 1930, George A. Sloan, president of the
Ingtitute, stated that “68 out of the 83 narrow sheeting mills in Georgia, Alabama,
North and South Carolina, or 91% of the productive capacity of this group in the
United States, computed on aloom basis, have endorsed the soundness of the 55-
50 plan and have aready put its principles into effect- millsin the North and
South, with some 23,500,000 spindles, about three-fourths of the going millsin
the United States, have gpproved this voluntary adjustment downward in working
hours.” 18

In the summer of 1930 there developed an increased conviction that night
employment of women and minors shoud be eliminated, and by March 1, 1931, a
preponderant part of the mills were following a recommendetion of the Inditute to
this effect. The continued effectiveness of the movement was dependent upon the
pursuance of this policy, after March 1, 1932, by 80% of the spindles, including a
corresponding percentage of night runners. An agreement was reached by which
mills, representing 86% of the spindlesin going millsin the United States
including 82% of those in night classification, were to pursue this policy after

18. “Finding Favor for 55-50,” an editorial, Textile World, LXXVII (June, 1930), 42
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March 1, 1932. 19 In advance of the Sgning of the recovery act, the Inditute
agreed to anew schedule of hours: amaximum of 40 on the day shift and 40 at
night. Theindustry was thus ready to act immediately in the new business of
code-meking.

Throughout the nation, agitation for the shorter work day and the shorter work
week increased, until findly, anationa program for a shorter work period was
inaugurated under the direction of the Nationa Recovery Adminigtration. The



Code for the Textile Processing Industry, as approved on January 30, 1934, states
the maximum hours for employees asfollows

“Employees shdl not be permitted to work in excess of forty hours per
week, subject to the flexible provison that because of the exigencies of

the Industry it may be necessary to work employees more than forty hours
per week on occasion, provided that no such employee shal work more
than an average of forty hours per week during any twelve months and not
more than forty-eight hoursin any one week. Supervisors, receiving and
shipping crews and truckmen may be employed with a tolerance of four
hoursin excess of the standard maximum hours stated herein. Firemen
and Watchmen may be employed up to fifty-sx hours per week.” 20

We must not lose sight of the fact that the present hours of work under the N.
R. A. Code were a considerable and sudden jump from the ten and eleven hour
day which

19. “Cotton Industry, Policy in Night Work Overwhelmingly Re-affirmed”, an editorial, Textile World,
LXXXI, (March, 1932), 27.
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prevailed in the South. Without any preparation for the use of leisure, laborers,
after the code went into effect, found themsalves with a considerable amount of
“time ontheir hands” Asde from reducing the working hours of the textile
workers, the Nationd Recovery Administration aso provided a guaranteed wage-
scaefor them:

“No employee shall receive for forty hours of |abor |ess compensation
than he received or would have received as of May 1, 1933, for not
exceeding fifty-two hours per week, and the wage differentids for all
operations shdl be equitably adjusted.” 21

Such a protection makes the new leisure much more significant, because wages
gregtly influence the use of leisuretime.

Thus hangs the story of the reduction of hours since 1776- astory which has
aroused much interest and speculation, but a story whose last chapters are yet to
be written.
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IV. A Brief Summary of the Industrial Growth in the South
And a Description of the Mill Village

Even as the reduction of working hours was much later in the South than in
the North, so it has been with the industrid development. From the early colonid
days, conditionsin the South favored agriculture, the profits and settled habits of
which were more attractive to the Southerner than were manufacturing and cities.
In spite of the predominance of agriculture, there were in 1860 about 160 millsin
Southern states, with 300,000 spindles, and ayearly product worth more than
$8,000,000.1 The establishments were small, less than one-third the average size
of millsin New England, and few atempted to supply more than the loca



demand for coarse yarn which the country women knit into socks or wove into
cloth.

During the Civil War, however, these mills were worked to their full capacity,
and many of them were literaly worn out at the close of thewar. In 1870, there
were fewer millsin operation than before the war, but during the decade which
followed, hope of industrial success began to return to the South. By 1890, nearly
amillion and three quarter spindlesin the South compared with less than six
hundred thousand in 1880. 2 Between 1880 and 1920 the number of
manufacturing wage

1. Thompson, Halland, The New South, p. 838
2. Ibid., p. 91
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earners in the Southern states increased from 318,000 to 1,432,000, an increase of
350 per cent.3 The South now has more looms than hes New England, whilea
decade ago New England had 85,000 more than had the South. In 1927 the
Southern mills used 72% of dl the cotton processed in American mills, had 53%

of the country’s active spindles, and turned out 57% of the country’ s cotton goods
by vaue. 1n 1930, the South had 277,820 wage earners in cotton mills, or 49% of
the country’ stotd.4

The naturd advantages of the South in waterpower, cod, water trangportation,
and the newly developed rail trangportation, nearness to raw materid, lower
cotton, chegper labor, and lower cost of living; together with better and cheaper
congtruction of mills, chegper power, lenient tax policies, and longer hours of
operation are responsible for such arapid progress.

The early mills largely manned by the people of the vicinity, were built on the
sreams to utilize the smadl water power advantages. Asthe millsgrew in size,
however, it became necessary to import labor. Naturdly, the needed supply was
chiefly recruited from agriculturd areas- both from the mountains and from tenant
fams. In

3. Evans, Mercer G., “Southern Labor Supply and Working Conditionsin Industry,” Annals of the American
Academy of Political and Social Sciences, (January, 1931) p. 28

4. Mitchell, Broadus, “Growth of Manufacturing in the South,” Annals of the American Academy of Political
and Social Sciences, (January, 1931) p. 28
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order to care for the housing of the newly congregated and large groups of factory
workers, the mill village was crested, and became atraditiona part of the
indudtry.

To the employee, the mill village offered a place to work, ahome, and dl the
opportunity for recreation, education, and spiritua expression that was available
to him. To the employer, the mill village presented many socid problemswhich
resulted from the congregation of large numbers of untrained and unsocia
rurdists, unused to the necessity of living in groups. The mill owner saw asocid
duty toward his employees, and he sought to fulfill it. There resulted
management- controlled policing, management-made laws and regulations,
management-influenced schools, management-devised codes of morals,
management-maintained poor rdlief during of unemployment or in cases of
accident, sickness or old age, and management-supported churches.s



Such apolicy of supervison and control on the part of the employer, of the
politicd, religious, educationd, and physicd life of the employees has been
attacked from dl sdes. In terms of materia comfort the mill worker probably
gained agood dedl, but subjection to the new forces of socia control caused them
to lose alarge part of their initiating power. The mill worker has become o
accustomed to having everything *“handed out” to him that

1. Evans, Mercer G., op. cit., p. 160-161
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he makes few attempts to do anything for himsdf. Such dependence has crested
problems, among which are those concerning the use of increased leisure.
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V. A Brief Summary of the Historical Development of
L eaksville, Spray, and Draper

The background for our study of what certain textile workers are doing with
the new leisure is not complete until we have been introduced to the three
communities which served as the field for our studly.

In the foathills of the Blue Ridge Mountains, dong the banks of the Smith and
Dan Rivers, are the communities of Leaksville, Spray, and Draper- the region
chosen for thisstudy. Located in the extreme northern portion of Rockingham
County, North Carolina, they are Sster communities- Draper is less than four
miles northeast of Spray; while Spray and Lesksville are practically one town.

Of the three communities, Lesksville done isincorporated, and the corporate
limits cover avery smdl area of thetown itsdf. The population of Lesksvilleis
listed in the latest census as 1,814, for Leaksville Township, the totd is given as
14,154.1 The people are largely of Scotch-Irish ancestry. From the earliest days
of settlement to the present day, the influx of population has been chiefly from the
neighboring state of Virginia. 2

1 U.S. Bureau of the Census, Fifteenth Census of the U.S.:: 1930 |. 795

2 Intracing the early history of the three communities, the writer has obtained much of her material from
feature articles published (1925-1929) in the Arrow, aweekly newspaper sponsored by the Carolina Cotton &
Woolen Mills for its employers and employees- the paper has been recently discontinued.
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Spray, which had its beginnings in the firg mill boom of the 1830sis one of
the oldest mill villagesin the sate. After the first mills were built, however, the
little village remained as it was until the * 90s, when a second period of growth
became manifest.

Thefirg mill, acorn and flour mill, was built in 1813 by one Mr. Barnett. It
was five stories high, and was run by an overshot water whed having afal of
twelvefedt. During ared estate boom in May, 1818, John Motley Morehead
(later governor of North Caroling) and his brother Samud, with their father,
purchased consderable quantities of the land and the two brothers established a
combination business, later developing it into various kinds of mills, generd
merchandise, and supplies of dl kinds. In the Greensboro Patriot, dated October



16, 1833, the firm of Barnett and Morehead ran an advertisement of a plant
“composed of a saw-mill, oil mill, carding mill, cotton gin, blacksmith shop,
generd merchandise, and supply store, and their own line of boats on Dan River.”
In 1839, John Motley Morehead built the first cotton mill at Spray, located not
far from the old flour mill, but further up the ravine where afdl of nineteen feet
could be obtained. It was built of stone and came to be known as the “Old Rock
Mill” dthough its officia name was the Leaksville Cotton Mill. In connection
with the mill, severd brick houses were built as dwellings or boarding houses for
the workers. About this time was built
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“Old White House’, atwo-gory frame tenement with gpartments for six families,
which remains today as one of the old landmarks.

A contemporary picture of this young indudtrid villageisfound in an article
printed in the Fayetteville Observer and reprinted in the Richmond Whig in June,
1850. The Fayetteville writer tells of avigt to the village:

“ Being attracted by the magnitude and number of the buildings, | stopped
a few hoursto look around. Here was a large stone building, the cotton
factory, constructed in the most substantial manner and of the most
durable materials. Itissituated at the mouth of a magnificent canal,
leading from the Smith River and operated by the largest and finest metal
water wheel | have ever seen. Near by are the oil mills, flour mills, and
saw mill, -all operated by water from the same canal which appearsto
have a fall of twenty-five feet, and at slight expense could be made to
propel millions of dollars worth of machinery. After surveying this
immense water power and canal, capable of being made to control the
entire current of Smith River, | looked upon the hills that jut in towards
the manufacturing establishments, to see the neat and substantial
dwellings- some brick and others frame- where hundreds of laborers and
their families live, who earn honest and respectable support from the
capital hereinvested. The store house and factory appear to have been
built some years, and all the establishments and plans show that
intelligent enterprise and capital have accomplished much here for the
benefit of the country, when such improvements werein their infancy in
North Carolina.” 3

The gatus of thismill in 1860 can be learned from the United States Census for
that year, for that work credits Rockingham County with only one cotton mill;
therefore, the figures given for the textile industry for the county refer to the
Lesksville Cotton Mill. It isrepresented as having

3- Leaksville News, Development Issue, August 1934, Section A, p.4
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acgpitdization of $70,000, employing twenty-five men and eighty women,
paying $12,000 annudly in wages, using materias vaued a $33,000 and turning
out products valued at $64,000. 4



The cotton mill a Spray was one of the industries that continued operations
during the Civil War, and escaped the ravages of that period. At the death off
John Motley Morehead in 1866, his second son, James Turner Morehead,
assumed management of his Spray properties.

Governor Morehead was respongible for the establishment of another mill at
Spray, The Lesksville Woolen Mill, which is at present owned by Mr. John
Lindsay Moreheed |1, who describes the origin of thismill asfollows:

“ The Leaksville Woolen Mill was originally founded by Governor
Morehead in the loft of the commissary built for the convenience of his
cotton mill operatives and hisidea was to card and spin the wool grown
on his own land by machinery and to do away with the irksome task of
carding and spinning by hand. The mill was first operated on the barter
and exchange system, the farmer bringing in so much wool and receiving
so much yarn for it. It was entirely a community proposition and was not
commercialized till later. At some stage of the game, Mr. Noah Ford, a
nephew-in-law of Governor Morehead, became associated with the
Leaksville enterprises,and at his insistence that the wool taken astoll from
the farmers be manufactured into blankets and cloth and sold
commercially, some looms and finishing machinery were installed in
buildings, which were really additions to the original commissary, in
whose loft the carding and spinning machinery had been placed. From
this beginning, the Leaksville Woolen Mills continued to grow, but even as
late as 1898 all its wool was received from farmers

4 1bid.,p.4
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and its commercial production was made entirely of toll wools.” 5

About 1892, the late Mr. B. Frank Mebane and associates purchased al the
Spray property except the Lesksville Woolen Mill Properties from the firm of J.
Turner Morehead and Company. This ded included extensive holdings of land
and mills. Two companies were formed, the Leaksville Cotton Mill Company,
and the Spray Water Power and Land Company, with the latter controlling water
rights and landed properties separate and apart from the manufacturing side of the
interests. Mr. Mebane, sor+in-law of Mr. J. T. Morehead, became president of
both companies. Besides developing the water power, the company organized
and built severd cotton and one woolen mill.

Before consdering the history of the mills which this particular company
established, we should take notice of a mill which was built in 1896; namdy, The
Spray Cotton Mill, which was incorporated by Reverend F. J. Murdock, W. R.
Walker, and Clem G. Wright. Most of the stock of the new venture was owned
origindly by loca people, but two individuas interested in the promotion of the
cotton indugtry in this section, namely Dr. Karl Van Ruck, of Asheville, and Mr.
Benjamin N. Duke, of Durham, held considerable stock. At first, there were only
12, 000 spindles, but after two years,

Ibid., p.4
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of progressin which were seen a growing demand for the knitting and weaving of
yarns, which the mill was producing so efficiently, additions, more than doubling
the origina capacity, were made to the mill. The prosperity of the mills continued
until the genera panic of 1907 swept the country. Spray Cotton Mills escaped
bankruptcy, but the mill operated unprofitably for agood many years. The Spray
Cotton Mills, run by power generated by the water from the cand which flows
aongside the plant, and by an auxiliary stem plant, now has 25, 968 ring, and
3,700 twister spindles, and employs 350 workers.e The activity of the mill is
confined to the spinning of knitting and weaving yarnsin warps, skeins, and on
tubes and cones. The yarns are spun in numbers twelve to twenty sixes, both
single and double ply.

Under the direction of the company mentioned above, severd mills were built
in Spray. Thefirst of these was the Nantucket Mill, the first unit of which was
built in 1898. It was less than half the present size of the building, and was, at
first, devoted grictly to weaving. Lessthan forty machineswere in actua use
when operations began in the fall of 1898, but by 1926 there were 700 looms, and
Spinning equipment adequate to correspond to the number of looms. Carding and
Spinning were begun in 1901.

6. Davison's Textile Blue Book, p. 265
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There are now 17, 568 ring spindles; 2,028 twister spindles; 68 cards, and 300
broad looms. The mill employs 300 workers, who weave automobile upholstery
and shedting.7

The Lily Mill (another of the mills promoted by the Mebane interests) was
built in 1900 to make outings, but in 1910, it was changed to make ginghams. In
1911, the Lily and Nantucket Mills were bought by the Marshdl Fied and
Company. When the company bought the mills, the old equipment of the Lily
Mill was junked and entirdy new materidsingdled. At present, the mill is
known asthe Lily Silk Mill, and there are 412 broad looms for making slks and
rayons. 8

Around 1900, another mill, the Morehead Cotton Mill, was built. Thisplant, a
three-story brick building of standard mill construction, produces warp and skein
yarn. There are 13,440 ring spindles.o

The American Warehouse was built and put into operation in 1900. The name
is hardly indicative of the functioning of this particular and very important plant,
which not only warehouses a large percentage of the manufactured products of the
other mills, but also performs the task of finishing and packing these products.

The plant finishes, bills, and ships such products as cotton and wool blankets,
ginghams, rayon dress goods, and outings. The mill has 108 napping

7. Ibid., p.365
8. lbid., p.436
9. lbid., p.265
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machines and employs 350 workers.10

The Spray Woolen Mill was incorporated in 1902 and the congtruction was
completed in 1903. This plant produces woolen blankets, and soon after it
became the property of Marshall Field and Company (around 1912), a



carbonizing plant- to remove the specks of foreign matter from the wool- was
ingtaled. The mill now has 100 broad looms, 5,580 spindles; dyes, bleaches, and
finishes blankets;, and employs 250 workers.11

The Rhode Idand Mill, the home of the very high grade cotton blankets, was
built and incorporated in 1903. The mill started with 140 looms, 34 spinning
frames, 40 cards, and 9,000 spindles. In 1912, the Carolina Cotton and Woolen
Mills Company (Marshdl Fied) bought the mill, and in 1914, severd additions
were made to the equipment. A bleaching unit was built around 1918. On
August 2, 1930, The Rhode Idand Mill was forced to close, but reopened in 1934
asasuiting mill. Thereare at present 12,592 ring, and 4,128 twister spindles; 60
cards; 210 broad, and 24 narrow looms. Two hundred workers are employed.12

In 1910, negotiations for adisposa of some of these textile plants to another
company was made, and Mr. Mebane sold his control in al the mills, with the
exception of the Lesksville Cotton Mill and the Morehead Cotton Mill, to

10. Ibid., p.643
11. Ibid., p.361
12. Ibid., p. 265
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The Marshdl Fiedd Company of Chicago.

Under the direction of this company, the Spray Bleachery was started in 1916.
This plant has a capacity of 80 tons weekly for bleaching and finishing sheeting,
and finishing mudins, cambrics, etc. It employs 200 workers.13

Today, there are ten textile plantsin Spray, six of which are owned by The
Marshdl Field and Company, (under the name of Carolina Cotton & Woolen
Mills). The population is scattered over alarge and hilly territory, of which there
islittle unity. The business sections are likewise distributed, but there are two
chief centers. Some portions of Spray are distinctly rura, and the socid life of
the people is greatly influenced by this lack of compactness.

Before 1906, what is now known as Draper, conssted of only afew shacks
and asmall railway sation called Sharp. At thistime, Mr. A. J. Draper, who
planned the town, and for whom it is named, came to this section in view of
opening amill. Hisplansdid not materidize as he expected and he soon Ift.
However, the mill was built in 1906 by the Germant American Company, a
stockholding corporation to which the late B. Frank Mebane is understood to have
held a consderable block of stock. Thismill, caled the German- American Mill
had 38 cotton cards; 11,936 ring spindles; 12 sets of wool cards; 5,280 mule
spindles; and 189 blanket looms. About 280 persons were employed in the

13. Ibid., p. 643
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mill. About one hundred houses were built for the employees, and aboarding
house and two genera stores were aso constructed.

In 1912 the Germart American Company declared itself bankrupt, and at an
auction sale held the same year a Wentworth (the County Seat), The Marshdl
Field Company secured the plant at Draper as well as severd plantsat Spray. The
mill & Draper was started up again as the Drgper American Mill, and there are at
present 54 cards, 33 set cards, 480 broad looms, and 32,848 spindles.14



In 1916, The Marshdl Field Company built the Wearwd | Sheeting Mill,
which now has 80 cards, 498 looms, and 22,944 spindles.i5

The population of Draper, in 1910, numbered less than 500. The company’s
houses were congtructed intermittently with no specid detail asto planning. The
Sreets were muddy and almost impassable during winter weether. Electric lights
were unknown. The scope of amusements was naturdly very limited for along
time. After the World War, Draper beganto grow. Many homes, other than those
owned by the company, were constructed, and many new business concerns were
established. An asphdt road was completed to Spray, and the streets were
improved throughout the town. Draper today is a compact town with a population
of approximately

14 1bid., p.246
15 Ibid., p.246
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3,500 people. Thereisonly one chief business section, and the socid life of the
community is practically confined to the various activities sponsored by the Y. M.
C. A., by the churches, and by the schoal.

Leeksville, the oldest of the three communities, has the youngest mill history.
The town was laid out during the previoudy mentioned red estate boom of 1818,
with the belief that it would become the head of transportation on Dan River. The
attempts to increase service of theriver trangportation were not successful,
however, and resulted in the grounding of the first vessdl in shdlow water. By
1839, two schools were being successfully operated in Leaksville, and there were
severd churches. In the years that followed, the town enjoyed a period of
prosperity; trade was drawn from many of the counties of Virginia, and from the
adjoining counties of North Carolina. At one time, there were three tobacco
warehouses and severd tobacco factories, which thrived until put out of business
by larger companies. The town of Leaksville was incorporated by act of the
General Assembly in 1784; the present charter was granted in 1901.

The arigtocratic Leaksville fet herself superior to her sster industria
communities (Spray and Draper), and when there was talk of establishing amill in
Lesksville, the aristocrats became indignant. “ Think of our children having to go
to school with such riffraff.” The wailings, however, wereto no avail, and in
April or May of 1916, the
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Athena Knitting Mill was established, on the banks of the Dan River, just back of
the business section of Lesksville. Owned by The Marshdl Field Company, the
mill was origindly located in Chicago, but the machinery was shipped to
Lesksville for ingalment in the spring of 1916, and operations began in the late
summer of the same year. In 1930, the mill was tranferred to Roanoke, Virginia

In 1917, another mill was established in Leaksville- the Bedspread Mill.
When operations began later in the same year, there were 76 satin looms and 100
crochet looms. At present there are 65 cards, 254 broad looms, 17,280 ring and
2,700 twigter spindles, and atotal employment of 300 workers.

In 1922, the South was introduced to the carpet and rug-making indudtry. In
fact, the only carpet factory south of Philadel phia, Pennsylvaniawas started in



Lesksville in the building left vacant by the remova of the machinery of the
Athena Knitting Mill. The carpet mill was cdled the Homecrest Mill, and at firgt,
there were only 24 looms, which were later increased to thirty-five. Regular
grades of the Axminigter rugs were made. 1n 1928, the machinery was dtered,
and anew type of rug isnow made. The name of the mill was dso changed, and
isnow caled the Karastan Rug Mill, atrade name for the type of rug (imitation of
oriental rugs) now manufactured.

In 1917, the company had in Lesksville one hundred and sixty-seven houses.
In 1923, it built 40 more houses, and in
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1925, it built twenty. Many of the houses are of brick and stucco construction.
This development is on the southern Sde of Leaksville, and is caled “New
Lesksville” Even though there are separate business didtricts, churches, and
schools, recently the lines of demarcation have become less distinct. Now
shopping is chiefly centered in the older business didtrict, which has been greetly
enlarged due to the increasing population. Within the past year, the schools were
re-digtricted, and the boundary line for the Burton Grove School (in New
Lesksville) was moved to include that portion of Leaksville in which many of the
older, more prominent familiesresde. There has aways been only one high
schoal, which serves dl three communities- Leaksville, Spray, and Draper.

The following summary gppeared in the July 18, 1929 issue of the Arrow
(severd changes have occurred since that date):

Lesksville- Spray- Draper, North Carolina
(State Highway 709)
Lesksville Township

Textile Plants Totd 15
3 gpinning mills
2 doth mills
2 cotton blanket mills 16
2 woolen blanket mills
1 bedspread mill
1 carpet and rug mill
1 bleachery
1 finishing mill
1 5lk mill

16 Both kinds of blankets are made in one of the mills.
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Invested capital............ccoeveviiiieinnnn $9,500,000
Tota spindles 167,880
Total wide looms 2,016
Tota narrow looms 1,200

Floor space 2,047,423 «q. ft. — 47 acres



No. of Employees 3,615

Raw Materiad consumed annudly
Cotton (American) 24,160,000 |bs.

Cotton (China) 2,700,000 lbs.
Wool 3,450,000 Ibs.
Jute 800,000 Ibs.

Totd raw materid 31,110,000 Ibs.

Annua Production

Yarn spun (for sale) 7,400,000 yds.
Cloth woven (Auto Upholstery, etc.) 3,000,000 yds.
Sheetings 7,500,000 yds.
Cotton blankets 3,000,000 prs.
Wool blankets 700,000 prs.
Bedspreads 900,000
Silk & Rayon 1,500,000 yds.
Rugs- over one hundred thousand large and smdl
Other statigtics

31 churches

4Y.M.C. As

1 Girls Club

8 Grammar Schools

1 Township High School

6 Negro schools

6 Banks

2 Building & Loan Asocigtions
2 Newspaper weeklies
1 Furniture Factory (novelties)
1 Commercid Gas Compary
1 Electric Light & Power Company
1 Telephone Company
1 Pagteurizing Plant
1 Hospital
2 Job Printing Plants
1 Bakery
1 Steam Laundery
1 Florist & Flower Grower
6 Dairies producing Grade A Milk
2 Grade A Slaughterhouses
15 Grade A Markets
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Leaksville (town incorporated, own water system, white way on
Washington Street)



Kiwanis Club, Rotary Club, Business & Professional WWomen's Club,
American Legion Pogt, Nationd Guard Company, Township Sunday
School Association, Township Minigteria Association.

Population 16,000
Assessed Values  $15,000,000

Of ggnificance to the present study, are the various organizations in the three
communities which influence the use of leilsure. Such organizations are the
churches, Y. M. C. A.sand Girls Club. Other sources of entertainment are the
theaters, community baseball, and the public library. Let us stop to consider
briefly these organizations.

There are nineteen churches, representing nine different creeds, in the three
communities. (This number includes only those groups represented in the
Minigteria Association of Leaksville, Spray, and Draper.) Since Lesksvilleisthe
oldest of the group, naturaly, the first churches were organized in that village.

By 1844, there were four churchesin Lesksville- Presbyterian, Baptist, Methodis,
and Episcopd (listed in the order in which they were organized). With the help of
members of these groups, together with the financid ad of mill employers,

smilar denominations were started in Spray, when the population of thet village
had increased to the extent that separate organizations were needed. Thefirgt
church in Spray, however, was the First Chrigtian Church, organized
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in 1891. In 1900 the Methodists organized, and the Baptistsin 1903. In Draper,
the Methodist group organized a Sunday School in 1906, in the very earliest
beginnings of the town. Soon after the building of the first mill in Draper, the
Baptists organized.

The churches have had a marked influence upon the lives of the people of the
three communities, especidly upon those of Spray. In this community there are
numerous denominations and many sects of the same denomination. Thereisa
group who cal themsdlves the “Church of the Living God,” the originator of
which has broken away and formed a second sect. Primitive Baptist groups are
especialy numerousin Spray. In New Lesksville, there are only two churches- a
Baptist and aMoravian. The Methodigts, only afew in number, worship with the
Lesksville congregation.

A recent survey (conducted in June 1934, by the Minigterial Association)
shows 45% of the citizens of Lesksville-Spray (or 3,540 out of 7,774 interviewed)
are members of some church. The following table gives the names of the various
churches represented in the three communities, together with the church
membership, Sunday School enrollment, and average attendance at Sunday
Schoal. (Information concerning the numerous Primitive Baptist groups, and
those of the Church of the Living God could not be obtained):
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Church Statigtics

Name of Church Members S.S. Enrollment Av. Att. a S.S.
Lesksville Methodist 327 150 120
Draper Methodist 345 392 225
Spray Methodist 325 300 200
Draper Methodist Protestant 85 125 90

1282 967 635
Lesksville Baptist 400 300 240
King Memorid Baptist 305 340 220
Spray Baptist 375 300 236
Draper Baptist 255 300 250
1335 1240 946

First Chrigian 650 470 383
Second Chrigtian 140 180 120

790 650 503
St. Luke' s Episcopal 140 225 163
Church of Epiphany 77 75 60

217 300 223
Leaksville Presbyterian 125 100 90
Spray Presbyterian 131 247 200
Riversde Presbyterian 90 110 85

346 457 375
Moravian 70 130 100
Church of the Brethren 380 275 220
Pentecostal Holiness 75 140 100
Draper Holiness --- --- ==

525 545 420

| Grand Total | 4495 | 4159 | 3102
Page 41
Church Statistics Continued
Community Members S.S. Enrollment Av. Att. a S.S.

L eaksville
Methodist Church 327 150 120
Baptist Church 400 300 240
Church of Epiphany 77 75 60
Presbyterian Church 125 100 90

929 625 510

| New L eaksville | | |




King Memorid Baptist 305 340 220
Moravian Church 70 130 100
375 470 320
Spray
Methodist Church 525 300 200
Baptist Church 375 300 236
Firg Chrigian Church 650 470 383
Second Chrigtian Church 140 180 120
St. Luke' s Episcopa Church 140 225 163
Presbyterian Church 131 247 200
Riverside Presbyterian 90 110 85
Church of the Brethren 380 275 220
Pentecostal Holiness 75 140 100
2506 2247 1707
Draper
Methodist Church 345 392 225
Methodist Protestant 85 125 90
Baptist Church 255 300 250
Presbyterian Church --- --- -—-
685 817 565
Grand Totd 4495 4159 3102

Aninfluentid factor in the use of leisure, isthe Y oung Men's Chrigian

Association. In the three communities, there are four such organizations. In

1910, the Spray Civic Association (an organization composed of one

representative
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from each of the mills of Spray- the Carolina Cotton and Woolen Mills, Morehead
Cotton Mills, Leaksville Woolen Mill, and the Spray Water Power and Land
Company) appropriated $25,000 for the construction of the Spray Y oung Men's
Chrigtian Association. The present active secretary has been with the

organization since 1922.17 Activities are not confined to boys, but also include
older men. There are now 700 paid up members. The athletic program embraces
nine basebd | clubs for boys, between the ages of 6-18; twelve hiking and
swvimming groups for the smaler boys, indoor basebal for men; and four indoor
teams for women. During the winter, the physica program is mainly concerned
with basketbdl, of which there are usudly three men’ s teams, and several teams
among the smdler boys. In addition, there are wrestling and boxing teams. The
spiritud influence of the“Y” isof likewise importance. During the winter, the'Y.
M. C. A. sponsors athe Men' s Bible Class which meets every Monday Night. Of
gpecid interest is the Sunday Gang, with 358 members. To become amember of
the Gang, a boy must be amember of some Sunday School. The reading
equipment consists of about 300 books and several magazines and papers.



Associated with the Central “Y” isthe North Spray “Y” which has been
directed by its present secretary for fifteen years. For the 250 members, no
physicd programis
17. He has recently resigned, his resignation to become effective Jan, 1, 1935. The Secretary of the
Lesksville“Y” has been appointed to fill the vacancy - he will continue his present work.
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sponsored indde the building, but an outdoor playground is used for volley bdl
and basebal. Thelibrary consists of around 300 books and five or Sx magazines,
among them which are the Saturday Evening Post, Literary Digest, and Ladies
Home Journal. Three newspapers are aso included. Another important service
of this organization, isthet it offers bathroom facilities for both men and women.
(Thereis no water in the houses of this section).

The Draper Y. M. C. A. opened itsdoorsin May 1919, and today, 512
members enjoy opportunitieswhich it offers. In 1923, the present secretary began
hiswork, and under his direction, acamp (Camp Carolina) was built severa miles
outsde of Draper. At Camp Cardlinaisaswimming pool which isan extremdy
popular rendezvous during the hot season. The physical program at the Draper
“Y” includes tennis and golf, during the summer; and basketball, wrestling, volley
bdl, bowling, and footbadl during the winter. The library equipment conssts of
about 100 books. The Draper “Y” aso sponsors a Sunday Gang, smilar in
organization to that of Spray, which has aready been discussed.

In Lesksville, the Y. M. C. A. was opened in 1920 through the benevolence of
the Carolina Cotton & Woolen Mills. In contrast to the first membership drive
which resulted in 200 members, is the membership of 800. The present secretary
has been in service since 1926.
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During the summer, interest is focused upon the 100 x 22 ft. concrete swimming
pool which holds 90,000 gdlons of water. In June 1934, there were 3,000
entrances into the pool, and in July, there were 3,250. In addition to a large, well-
equipped gymnasium that is used dternately as a basket and volley bdl court and
as a meeting place, the “Y’s’ physca program prompted it to consruct the
$2,000 Community Ball Park located near the “Y”. The park is used by over 500
boys under the age of twelve, 412 boys between the ages of twelve to sixteen, and
316 employed men and boys, a an ample playground for basebdl. The
grandstand of the park has become the meeting place for the Children's Bible
Class during the summer months.  The grandstand has been equipped with dectric
power in order to show the average 125 attendance of the Monday Meetings of
the Class, the gory of the Bible through the use of the stereopticon machine. The
“Y” dso sponsors a Bible Class for older people.  This class has a weekly
attendance which has reached as high as 580. Boy’'s educationa clubs which are
concerned with the teaching of everyday problems have a membership of 344.
The women have access to the gymnasum, the swimming pool, and are members
of the Bible Classes. The"Y” dso sponsorsagirls basketbd| team.

In 1928 or '29, the mills within the tri-cities employed a Home Economics
indructor to offer to the girls of the communities indruction in home building,
clothing making, cooking, and other subjects indispensable to home makers.
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Immediately, Girls Clubs were formed in Draper, Spray, and Lesksville.

Today, there are two indructorss one a Draper, and one for the two
communities of Leaksville and Spray. At Draper a total of 121 class meetings
were held from October 1933 to June 1934. The total attendance of these classes
was 1,375, the tota enrollment being 176. The units taught were: Night lunches,
Gifts for Girls Rooms, Panning and Preparation of Suppers, Renovation of
Clothing, Reation of Foods to Hedth, Making Chrismas Toys, Home Arts, Med
Panning, Planning and Condruction of Summer Outfits, Dining Room Etiquette,
Table Service and Home Socids, Feeding the Family, and Beginner's Clothing
Condruction. Adde from class work, the program includes parties and socid
activities. There is dso a library which offers good books and current magazines.
The athletic program is chiefly concerned with basketbdl, and the Dreper girls
have produced many good teams which have rivaled those of neighboring towns.

There are four separate groups of the Girls Club in Lesksville and Spray, and
the meetings are held a each club once a week. Both communities have a club
room which serves as a meseting place for the two largest groups. The other two
clubs meet from house to house in the neighborhood in which they are organized.
During the past year, 100 girls were enrolled for class work. In the Lesksville
Club there were 50 members, with an average attendance of 27 a the weekly
meetings. At the Spray Club the membership was 434; while
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the combined membership of the other two groups totaled 42. Among the
subjects taught in the various clubs were: the cooking and preservation of foods,
the making of clothing, the art and craft of home furnishing, persond and
community hygiene, and home beautification. In the recreationd program were
included picnics, outings, and seasond encampments. Birthday parties, and
parties at Halow’ een, Christmas, and Vdentine, are among the socid activities.
Every fdl for the past three years, the club has sponsored an Older Girls
Conference which lasts for three days, and to which the enrollment is restricted to
one hundred. One of the highlights of the Conference isthe Mother and Daughter
Banquet.

The Girls Club Room at Spray is made up of areception hdl, gymnasium,
dining room, library room, and eight showers. In the library there are around
1,700 books, which have been carefully selected.

These communities offer many opportunities for one of the favorite leisure
activities of the present day- attending picture shows. In Draper, there are two
movie houses, one of which isin connection withthe“Y”. Here, they show three
different pictures aweek, with two performances every night. In addition, a
midnight show is given every Monday and Friday nights for the benefit of those
who have to work until 11:55 P. M. On Boys Night at 6:00 P. M. another picture
isgiven for their benefit. The admisson for each is only ten and twenty cents.
The pictures selected are those offered at any average up-to-date theater. At the
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other theater in Draper, the pictures are chiefly Wild Western.  The admission is
the same as at the“Y”, and the schedules are about the same.

At the central “Y” in Spray, two different pictures are shown a week, with six
different performances- one performance four nights a week, and two midnight
shows (for those whose working hours conflict with previous performances). The
admission here is dso ten and twenty cents.

There is a theater a Leaksville and one a Boulevard (a business section
which joins Lesksville and Spray), both of which are operated by the same
manager. At both theaters, four different pictures are shown a week, with two
complete performances each night. A mainee is given on Saturday- the program
beginning a 2200 P. M. At Lesksville a midnight show is given each Friday
night. The admission isten and twenty-five cents.

Thetri-cities have dways been especidly interested in basebdl, and they have
been represented in every league organized in this vicinity. Until this year the
teams were nontprofessond, and made up of locd amateur tdent. This year,
certain members of the Lesksville Y. M. C. A. became interested in building a
community baseball park, and a committee was gppointed to work out the plans.
Within a short time sufficient funds to build a fence and grandstand were raised,
through the sde of advertisng. The Carolina Cotton & Woolen Mills leased,
without cogt, the property for the park, and al the labor of grading the
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land was done “gratis’ by members of the “Y” and basebdl enthusiasts. During
the ealy soring, Martinsville, Danville, and Fedde Virginia and surrounding
towns began organizing and reviving the old Bi-State League- this time as a
professona League known as class D (the lowest form of professond baseball).
Lesksville, Spray, and Draper were invited to join the league, and interested local
people got together in an attempt to organize a local team. For capitd stock,
needed to join the League, stock was sold a $5.00 a share to around 250 stock
holders. The League opened its season May 3, 1934, and played an average of
four days a week, with two games at home. The season closed September 3, with
the Tri-cities taking fourth place during the first haf of the season, and third place
during the second hdf. The park has a sedating capacity in the grandstand of
around 600, while in the two bleachers, the capacity totals around 500. During
the season, the park was frequently filled to capacity. Admisson was twenty-five
cents, or thirty-five cents for a seet in the grandstand.

In June 1930, Mrs. Lily C. Mebane provided housing quarters and 750
volumes from her private collection of books, in order to give to the citizens of
Leaksville and Spray a public library. Other citizens contributed liberdly to its
growth. In 1931 the Lesksville-Spray Business and Professond Woman's Club
sponsored a drive for the library, resulting in a fund of around $900 which was
used for the
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purchase of new books At the July 2" meeting of the County Board of
Commissioners, $1500 was voted for the support of the library in compliance
with a plan presented by the Library Board. This plan cals for the $1500
appropriation to be spent for additiond books which are to be distributed in



creulating library manner among nine different communities in the County. In
keeping with the newly acquired County support, the library board of the
Lesksville Township Library voted to change the name to Rockingham County
Public Library. The library a present has 1,182 books, which saw a circulation of
20,960 during the year 1932-33. Each book circulated on the average among
twenty subscribers. There are 1,760 subscribers, and in most instances only one
member of afamily isissued acard.

In addition to the reading opportunities offered by the public library, and those
a the various Y. M. C. A.s and Girls Clubs, there are batches of books a many
of the drug dores in town. At three different drug dtores, there is a circulating
library of around 200 books at each place. People may use a book for three days
a 10 cents, and two cents a day for as many days as kept thereafter. These books
are chigfly western, detective, and love sories. Much more popular with the
textile group, however, than these books are the following magazines True
Sories, Western Sories, True Romance, Detective Sories, and Movie Magazine.
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The totd membership of the various Y. M. C. A.s and clubs of the three
communities sounds large, but in view of the fact that the average on the payroll
of the Carolina & Woolen Mills of Leaksville, Spray, and Draper (there are three
other mills besides) is 4300, the figures lose some of ther dgnificance. It must
adso be noted that a large number of these people join the “Y” primarily for the
privileges of getting baths. There is no running water in many of the houses of
this group.

V. Findings
Page 51

We have seemingly deviated from the purpose of this study as Sated in the
Introduction; however, each of the three digressions- the history and
developments of mill villages in the South, the story of working hours since 1776,
and the brief sketch of Lesksville, Spray, and Draper — were necessary for a better
gppreciation of the data gathered from interviews with one hundred ninety-two
(122) textile workers.

A little has aready been said concerning the method used in collecting this
materid, but further comments might prove helpful. The investigator, over a
period of amonth, June 1934, cdled a every house on eight representative streets
of the three communities. After exchanging a greeting, she introduced hersdf (in
afew cases, an introduction was not necessary), and stated the purpose of her cal-
to find out “what everyoneis doing with his extratime, now that the mills are
running shorter hours’, -the information to be used in a“thesswhich | expect to
write”  After obtaining the consent of the mill employee to talk with her, the
investigator produced the mimeographed copies on which certain possible leisure-
time activities were listed, and checked them according to the answers that were
made to her questions. Inquiries were not confined to such activities, but the
investigator lingered long enough to carry on casua conversations,
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during which much information was gathered concerning attitudes toward the
shorter hours, etc. Observations were made of the homes, of the workers
themselves, and of anything which might shed light upon the problem at hand.

Willingness on the part of the person interviewed to answer questions to
which he could have well said were “nobody’ s business’, were most unusud.
There were some who merely answered questions and offered no comments, but
on the whole, the response was quite enthusiastic. Not one refused to be
interviewed; in fact, the mgority appeared pleased to have someone to talk with
them. In one ingtance, the investigator was viewed with open suspicion, athough
her purpose had been clearly stated at thefirst. During the inquiries concerning
music as alesure-time activity, when it was asked if the person owned aradio, a
victrola, a piano, €etc., the questioning was interrupted with: “Oh, | know what
you'redoing! You areliging the ‘income tax.”

In order to see both those who worked during the day, and those who worked
a night, it was necessary to regulate the time of vigting. Calswere made in the
morning (after nine o’ clock) to catch those who worked at night, and during the
late afternoon and early evening (from 3:45 to 8:30 P.M.) to see those who
worked during the day shift. Mogt of the mills run on two shifts: firg shift, 7:00
A.M.- 3:40 P.M, second shifts, 3:40- 7:00 AM; in such cases, the mill runson a
graight schedule. One mill runs five hours aday for Sx days aweek, and another
mill,
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during June, July, and August, was on a program of six hours aday for five daysa
week.1 Of the one hundred twenty-two workers interviewed, seventy-seven
worked the firg shift; thirty-nine worked the second; and six were on the third
shift. Naturdly the form of leisure-time activities was influenced by what shift

the worker was on.

Even as heredity and environment are the chief factors which condition
behavior, they are dso important influencesin the use of leisure. The
opportunities for leisure-time activities as found in Leaksville, Spray, and Draper
have dready been mentioned. Something of the backgrounds of the workers
interviewed can be discerned by noting any previous occupations, and the number
of years gpent in mill employment. Of the total number, Sixty-9x have dways
worked in the same mill in which they are now employed, having never had any
other occupation; sixteen have been employed in some other mill (three of which
have worked more than two different mills); thirty-one have either farmed or lived
on afarm in their youth; two have worked in a bakery; one has clerked in a store;
one has helped in afilling station; one has operated a saw mill; two have been
carpenters; one has been atelephone girl; and one has served as a policeman. The
latter has served in an unusua combination of police and barroom tender. Before
Draper was
Built, and before the Prohibition days, he operated a saloon

1 Information concerning the work schedule was obtained only by asking the worker interviewed what hours
he worked.
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which was located on what is now the Draper-Leaksville road. When Draper was
built he gave up hiswork to become a policeman in the new town; continuing this
job until he went to work in one of the Draper mills, twelve years ago.

As can be seen from thisligt, the mgority of workers have dways lived in one
of the three communities, and the next largest groups have come directly from
agricultural aress.

Asfor the number of years spent in mill employment, a tabulation which
groups the workers interviewed into five-year periods of work, shows amost
equd distribution within a fifteen year limit, with asmal proportion over fifteen
years.

Number of workers (122) Y ears of employment (in any mill)

30 Under 5
35 5 through 9
26 10 through 14
13 15 through 19
13 over 20

Of the lagt group, nine have worked as many asthirty years or over. The person
who has been in mill employment the grestest number of yearsis an unmarried
woman who started to work in Schoolfield, Virginia, when she was around ten
yearsold. She has been working for 45 years, seventeen of which she spentin
Draper, the other years having been spent in Schoolfield.

Ina sudy of what the textile workers are doing with their new leisure, a
glimpse a thar activity when the investigator called israther suggestive. Of
course, one
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must make alowances for any activity observed after the first day of vigting in
the same neighborhood. On subsequent visits made on the same street on separate
days, it was often necessary to correct certain rumors that were spreading:

“Oh, you'reth’ young lady makin’ a gov' ment report, ain’'t cha? You
don’t reckon they’ re goin’ to make us go back t' long hours, d’ you?”

On mogt of the vidts, the workers were on their porches, waiting their turn to be
questioned. Frequently, they were merdly Stting, whereas, afew were reading
newspapers. (In one case, an attempt to give afavorable impression, on the part
of the worker, was made by reading a textile magazine, but fearing that the
sgnificance of his action was not noticed, he mede severad comments concerning
the value of “studying one swork” during the new leisure.

No atempt is made here to differentiate between what activity was normd,
and what had the appearance of being conditioned by the expectancy of the
investigator’s call. However, there were only afew who knew in advance that
they were to be interrogated, and as has aready been said, these were on their



porches either reading or merely sitting. There were many others engaged in the
same activity who had not been forewarned.

Thefallowing figurestell their ory: thirty-two were merdly stting on their
respective porches, nine were reading, one was playing a guitar, one was
sweeping the porch, twelve were tending babies or smdl children, ten were
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vigting the “ next-door” neighbor, Six were preparing amed, five were washing
clothes, one was ironing, two were listening to the radio, two were dancing, two
were sewing, one was plucking her eyebrows, one was shaving, one was mending
a screen door, one was mending a punctured automobile tire, one was sharpening
aknifein order to put on new soles on apair of shoes, one was chopping wood,
and three were in their gardens. The activity in which the remaining 24 were
engaged is not known; they had to be called.

Before further discussion, it should be stated that the hundred and twenty-two
people interviewed do not represent so many different families, however,
members of ninety different familieswere interviewed. In one family, five
members were interviewed, in four families, three were questioned, and in twenty
families, two members were interrogated. In some cases, al the working
members of each family were not seen, since it was impossible to find everyone at
home at the sametime. Frequently, both the father and mother were employed,
usualy working on different shifts. Such an arrangement was observed in severd
cases, even where there were smdl children. Usudly the families are large- there
were severd with over ten children; in fact, in one family interviewed, there were
thirteen children, the oldest of whom was under twenty years of age.

It would have been a good thing to compare the amount of time given to the
various activities now and before the
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N. R. A. went into effect, but the impressons were much too vague. Except in
the case of “degp”’, no comparison is attempted. Only those activities which now
absorb leisure time of the 122 textile workers who were interviewed, are
discussed in this study, the chief findings of which center around the following
ligt of possible leisure-time activities (arranged in the order in which the findings
are presented):

=
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Radio

Victrola

Rano
Sdf-player piano
Guitar

Banjo

Vidin

Uke

Horn

—SQ Moo oW



2. Riding
3. Sports

a. Basehal

(1) play
(2) attend games

Pitching horeshoes
Waking (for pleasure)
Swvimming
FHshing
Hunting
. Golf
and smilar games
Bridge
Set-back
Poker
Rook
Checkers
Pallyanna

g. Pool room
5. Domedic activities
Garden
Flowers
Chickens
Hogs
Cows
Dogs
Cats
Generd improvements around the house

PoooT

Q.

4. Car
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(1) Repairing the screens
(2) Panting theindde of the house
i.  Embroidering
j. Crocheting
k. Taiting
6. Reading
a. Novds
b. Bibe
c. Magazines
d. Newspapers
7. Movies
8. Other forms of entertainment
0. a Clubs
b. Vigting
c. Hang-outs
d. Dances



Other activities, such as washing, cooking, sewing, and house-work in
generd, absorb most of the time away from the mill, but snce they fdl morein
the category of work than they do in any classification of pleasure pursuits, they
are to be considered as a separate part.

Of the forty-six different activities listed above, the smdlest number of
different things that any individua doesistwo, and the largest number of
different forms of leisure activity of any individud istwenty-one. The largest
number of different things done by the greatest number of people isten activities
to eighteen people. As can be seen from the following table, the largest
digribution falls between sx and ten activities:

Different Activities Number of People
L 0
Y LR CCEE R TP R 2
B 4
S 13
R GG E LR P R 7
B 13
SRR — 11
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B 13
O 14
10---mm e 18
10 mmm 8
12 9
1 S ————— 4
5 1
15 1
([ S — 1
A7 mmmmmm e 1
18- 1
2] 1

It isinteresting to note that the two different things, which absorb al the
leisure time of one of the mentioned individuds are: caring for asmall garden and
reading the Bible- he was gtting on the porch doing nothing when the investigator
cdled. The other individua who participatesin only two activities, ligensto the
radio and rides. The twenty-one varieties of entertainment enjoyed by the other
individua are: ligening to the radio and victrola; playing the banjo; attending
basebd|l games; waking; swimming; playing set-back and poker; frequenting the
poolroom; helping in the garden; feeding a cow, hogs, and chickens; reading
novels, magazines, and newspapers, attending two movies aweek; making use of
membershipintheY. M. C. A,; vigting friends, loafing at the“Y”; and attending
dances.

Attention has dready been directed to the fact that eighteen people took part
in ten different activities during their leisure. The ten leeding time-absorbing
items (given in the order of the decreasing popularity, and indiscriminate of age or
X) are: ligening to the radio and visiting
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(both activities maintain the same vote); reading the newspaper; attending the
movies, caring for the garden; riding; playing the victrola; reading magazines,
swvimming; and participation in various dubs. It is ggnificant that the ten leading
activities are chiefly those which the individual provides for himsdf. In spite of
the many opportunities offered in the three communities, the mgority of our
group do not take advantage of them. Instead of reading library books, they
prefer newspapers and magazines which they either buy for themsdves or borrow
from aneighbor. Many of those who swim prefer theriver or out-of-town places
tothe“Y” pool. Only 29 %6 of our group belong to clubs of any kind. Very few
take advantage of the recreationa programs sponsored by the Y. M. C. A., except
for the“movies’. Thisisthe one activity which attracts large numbers of our
group—the performances are so arranged asto fit in with the working schedules
of dl groups.

Let ustake a close-up view of the reaction of the entire one hundred twenty-
two textile workers toward the forty-9x activities of our ligt, examining the items
in the order in which they are listed on pages 57-58.

Music
Music as aleisure-time activity is subdivided into nine types, thefirgt of

which istheradio. Here we are impressed with the large number of people who
have become addicted to one of the outstanding diversions of the
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present-day. Eighty-seven of our group of 122 individuds have radiosin their
homes. Severa admitted that they kept it turned on “practicaly al thetime’,
unless the static was too annoying:

“1 listen to theradio practically all thetime.”

“Theradio is kept going all the time there ain’t no static.”

“1 like the radio better in the winter; static’ stoo bad in the summer-time.”
“1I"mtickled over (having) theradio.”

Except for some housawives who listen to the radio while they are busy with their
tasks, most of the group devote their entire attention to whatever program they
tunein on.

Of course, programs over the radio are not exclusively musicd; however,
music apped s to the mgority who mentioned radios as aform of entertainment.
They like the string-music programs, and jazz orchestras. One young married
woman declared the Crazy Waterfall Crystals program her favorite. Frequently,
members of the family cannot agree upon the program. An ederly man, uniquein



severd ways, confessed that he had been turned againgt the radio because his
family wanted musical programs, whereas, he didn’t want to listen to anything but
“preaching and talks on the government.” He further objected to theradio
because“y’ can't talk back to it.”

Didikefor, or disnterest in music in generd was expressed by afew:

“ | don’t care for music of any kind. 1’m one of those old-fashioned
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persons, you' ve heard about, who don’'t believe in such nonsense.”
“| don’'t believe in music since | joined the church.”

Another replied to the question of whether or not she had aradio:
“Yes, our five children are all the radio and victrola we need.”

The victrola has been somewhat displaced by the radio, but fifty-two of the one
hundred twenty-two persons interviewed gill have victrolas. In forty cases, the
individua had both aradio and avictrola, but in such instances a preference for
the radio was expressed by dl but one. Frequently, the victrolawas used merely
as asubdtitute for the radio, when static interfered. One person, giving voice to an
opinion which many others suggested by their manner, remarked thet victrolas
were out-of-date.

A smadl group provide their own music (often supplementing the radio)- five
play aguitar, three aviolin, two a banjo, two a uke, two a piano, and one a horn.
Ancther enjoyed a player piano, and gtill another was fond of listening to an old-
time organ. It was once the “thing to do” for everyone of meansto give the
daughter piano lessons. In thisday of radios, however, even the “well off” do not
practice this custom, unless certain talent is evident. The piano has suffered in the
group studied, asis shown by the following: one family sold the piano to buy a
radio, and another did the same thing in order to pay off some debts. Another
person could not afford a piano since she married.
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From 1919, until three years ago, the Spray Civic Association employed afull-
time director of music, who organized and directed several bands and orchestras
in the three communities. During the summer of each year, “Music Week” was
celebrated, a which time musica programs were rendered. Today, the chief relic
of thishighly organized program isa smd| band which meetsin the homes of its
various members for practice, and on specia occasions renders brief programs.

In this day of radios, there were only seventeen people, either because of lack
of interest or lack of means, have no music of any kind in their daily program.

Riding



Not only the use of leisure, but modern life, in generd, has been practicaly
revolutionized by the automobile. Y oung and old, black and white, laborer and
cpitdigt- dl have fdt the influence of the automobile. The family, the church,
the school, and other socid ingtitutions have been forced to acknowledge its
power. For its support, individuals have denied themselves food, clothing, and
homes. The automobile holds sway over a great mgority of the American people
who willingly submit to its one law: “Keep going.”

What is the response of the textile workersto this powerful influence of
present day life? To be near certain mill gates @ cdlosng time- to watch the
streams of
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carsfilled with employees, to note the smadl group who walk- isto be convinced
that theinfluence exigs. Naturaly, in towns in which the employeeslive within
short distances of the mill, the number of carsis not so great. Both considerations
are noteworthy in our present study.

Of the one hundred twenty-two textile workers interviewed, sixty either own a
car, or have access to one during their leisure. (Two of the groups without a car
have recently sold theirs) A check upon the use made of the car by the sixty
individuals who ride, shows that: thirty take weekend trips, twenty-two ride
merely for the pleasure of riding, four go out-of-town to movies, and four use the
car primarily for business.

“1 never use the car unless|’'mgoin’ somewheres- t' see the doctor or visit
the relatives.”

“1 keep goin’ s’ long as | have money t' buy gas.”

“Wegot' the country every week-end.” ( The“country”, referred to in this
case, isarurd section in one of the neighboring counties of Virginia,

where thisindividua once lived, and where many of her relatives continue

to reside))

“We go somewhere every week-end. Went to Burlington Saturday.”

“Yes, | loveto ride. Me and my ole man went almost to West Virginia,
Sunday.”

“1 go to Reidsville, or Greensboro, ‘bout every week to the movies.”

Quite different from these commentsis the answer given by the oldest woman of
the group:

“No, | never ride because I’'m afraid of cars.”
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In spite of the various opportunities found in the three communities for
participation in some sport, forty-seven of our group take no part whatever in any
gport (not even waking for pleasure). Apparently, interest in sportsis not
confined to participation in only one sport; that is, persons who enjoy one sport,
usualy take part in severd. Seventy-five different individuas take part in one or
more each of eight different ports asfollows: Four play basebdl; thirty-four
attend baseball games, four pitch horse-shoes; twenty-seven enjoy waking;
thirty-9x go swvimming; twenty-three go fishing; three hunt; and one plays golf.
Again we find alarge number who do not take advantage of the physica
programs offered by the various Y. M. C. A.s. None of our group play basketball,
volley bdl, or tennis; none belong to wrestling or boxing teams, only one makes
use of the golf links; and only four play bassbal—al of which activities are
sponsored by theY. M. C. A.s.

Aswas shown in a previous chapter, a keen interest in baseball has been
evident for many yearsin Lesksville, Spray, and Draper. The enthusasmis
manifest in the atendance at games, rather than active participation in the game
itsdf. Of those interviewed, only one of the four who play basebdll is associated
with the Tri-city League; the other three are members of a Sunday School class
team. In each of the three communities, the*Y” has
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indoor baseba| teams for both men and women, but the members of our group do
not take part in them. Ten of the thirty-four who attend baseba | games, average
one game aweek. When questioned about attending the games, one man said: “I
go every chance | can get fifty cents.”2

At onetime, pitching horse-shoes was considered quite agame, but today
other diversions are much more exciting to the multitudes. Severd expressed
their attitude toward the game:

“ Pitching horse-shoes ‘s gone out of date.”
“ That game’s * bout played out.”

“ ---not much fun.”

“Interest in the game comesin spells.”

“ Maybe the game will come back in style before Roosevelt goes out- it
was popular before Hoover went out. Y’ know that’s a depression game.

Few redlize that waking is much more than amply ameans of getting to a
certain destination- ameans that is not too frequently used in this day of
automobiles. The chief pleasures derived from walking (communion with nature
and meditation upon the sedate queries of life-in-generd) are not in harmony with
the hurry and bustle of modern life. Most of the jobs of those interviewed require
30 much waking that after working hours there is little desire for such exercise.
Despite the great mgority there are afew who enjoy



2 The admission was 25 cents and 35 cents, the latter for grand-stand seats. Cold drinks and peanuts are
always sold during the game.
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thisinexpendve, yet beneficid lesure-time activity. (The*Y” sponsors hiking
clubsfor the smdler boys but none for the older groups,) Those who like to walk
give different reasons for such enjoyment:

“1 liketo stroll at night, always a crowd o’ us girls walk after supper, and
usually end up at the café or drug store.”

“1 walk more than anything else, except sleep.”
One young lady lamented the fact that she had nowhere to walk:

“1 wish I did have somewhere to walk so’s | could reduce. It’'s too dusty
on the big road.”

A man who admitted he got “agreat kick out o' walking” added:

“| used to walk three miles to school and ain’t never got out 0’ the habit.”
Anocther man actually confessed that he liked “to walk in the woods” and made a
habit of going with his children on Sunday afternoons.

Many do not congder waking any great pleasure, and frequently it is
associated with work:

“l don't walkany more‘n | ¢'n help.”

“1 have to walk enough at work.”

“1 sometimes walk to save gas.”

“1 walk a lot to graze the cow.”

“| get plenty o’ exercise walking after the children.”

One woman replied that she did not walk enough:
“1 have what we call at the mill, the dropsy.”

Swimming as aform of exercise, aswell as grest fun,
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absorbs the leisure time of 36 individuads. Some use the pool at the “Y”, others
go to theriver, and severa go out of town to recregtional centers, or to beaches,

“1 gototheriver. Too many peopleat the”Y”.
“| stay in swimming the biggest part 0’ my time.”
“ Svimming is the best exercise you can get.”

Fishing gppedls only to the more persevering members of our group. Didike
for this sport was expressed thus.

“1 don’'t have the patience to sit an’ wait for a bite.”

“It'stoo hot, and | don’t have the patience.”

Cards and Smilar Games

Paying cards or smilar games, interest only forty of the one hundred twenty-two
persons. three play bridge, twenty set-back; six, poker; nineteen, rook; five,
checkers; three, Pollyanna; and two vigt the pool-room. In dmost every case,
those who expressed an interest in bridge, checkers, and Pollyanna limit such
enjoyment to the one game. With the other games, interest was somewhat
divided: the two who visit the pool-room aso enjoy poker and set-back; and all
sx who play poker also play set-back.

Asalesure-time activity, cards are more popular during the winter, because,
as several dated, “It' stoo hot to St in the house in the summer.”  Except for one
girl who said, “I just can't learn to play,” the eighty-two who did not play cards or
games a dl, gave astheir reason adisapprova of, or lack of interest in such
activity.
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“Games an’ cards, they jest ain't right.”
“1 don’t allow anyonein my houset’ play cards.”

“| don’t take much stock in that,” (cards and games)

Domedtic Activities

A congderation of domedtic activities cals for an explanation of our meaning
of theterm “leisure’. In the Encyclopaedia of Social Sciences, Ida Craven defines
it: “For purposes of socid andys's, the concept is usudly narrowed- and
widened- to mean smply freedom from activities centering around the making of
alivlihood.” 3 When we speak of the new leisure crested by theN. R. A., we
have jugt such adefinition in mind. However, in discussing the waysin which



our one hundred twenty-two textile workers use their leisure, we want to
digtinguish between those activities which a person may choose to do, and those
tasks which he must perform, even though they are duties entirely apart from his
work & the mill- duties which are therefore, associated with hisleisure.

Among theligt of deven domestic activities which involve work, but activities
which a person may choose to perform during hisleisure, we find that ninety-four
individuals take part in one or more each, asfollows. sixty-four have a garden;
thirty-one have flowers; twenty raise chickens; thirty-five raise hogs, severteen
keep a

3 Encyclopaedia of Social Sciences. Vol. 9, p.402
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cow; four have pet dogs; two keep pet cats, eight devote some time to the general
improvements around the house; thirty-three embroider; twelve crochet; and one
makes tatting. (Of the one hundred twenty-two interviewed, Sxty-five arefemde
and fifty-seven aemade))

To those who aways have dways kept a garden, one of the most cherished
advantages derived from the shorter working hoursis that of more time to spend
intheir gardens. The new leisure has not added any new namesto our list of
garden growers, but it has certainly encouraged those who had never surrendered
al of ther previous habits asfarmers. Only two of the fifty-eight without a
garden stated they would like to have one if they had aplacefor it. In most cases
it was not the lack of aplace, but the lack of adesire- usualy the space was there,
but too frequently it resembles awilderness. Occasondly, the soil was not
suitable for a garden:

“1"vetried to grow a garden, but the ground jes ain't fit. Y’ can’'t plough
it. Y havet’ digit upwithamallet.”

Severd commented upon garden pests.
“The beetles are terrible. They' ve ‘bout eat up my garden.”

“ Looks like there’' s a bug for ev'ry plant, an’ they’ ve ‘ bout took my
garden.”

In spite of the many worries, alarge number manifested great enthusaam:

“You can now grow a good crop and still work in the mill. 1t’'s like havin’
two jobs.”
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“1 spend moretimein th’ garden than anywhere ‘ cept in the mill.”



“| get up early towork in m' garden beforetimet’ got’ themill. It's
better t' work while the dew’ s on the ground, and before it stoo hot.”

Severa have increased the size of their gardens since they have more time to
work in them. Sometimes those who do not care for a garden, dlow the neighbor
to use his space.

“1 now have three or four acres of garden.”

“| have three different gardens- all kinds of vegetables. We don't sell
anything ‘ cept what won’t keep.’

Many ordinary homes have been made aitractive by the use of flowers. Only
thirty-one are willing to take the time and trouble to improve the appearance of
their homesinthisway. Some who like flowers admitted that they smply did not
want to “bother with them.”

“1t’stoo hot to fool with ‘em.
“It’stoo far to carry water for them, an’ they won’t grow without it.

Chickens areraised in large numbers by afew- some specidize in fryers,
while others are interested in hens. Two of the twenty who have chickens, keep
around fifty at thetime. One person complained that she could not keep any
chickens because they scratched up the garden, and they wouldn't lay if she kept
them up. Ancther complaint was.

“My chickensain't layin’ ‘ cause they ain’t getting the proper food. |
can’'t afford to buy scratch for them when the mills are running jest part-
time.”

Much of the spare time of severa is devoted to the care of hogs, cows, and
pets. Onekind, old man expressed
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his affection for his pet cats thus:

“|1 have three cats that | love jest as much as other people loves their
children.”

Among other condructive uses of the new leisure, but ause which is sadly
neglected, is that of improving the generd conditions around the home. Of the
elght who spend some time in this direction, one has painted the ingde of his
house; one has built up hislawn, and planted flowers, one has made an ice-box,
and some chairs for the porch; and the other five have repaired screen doors, and
windows. Because most of the employeeslive in homes owned by the mill
company (and have assumed the indifference of tenantsin genera), the condition



of genera improvement and beautification are left dmogt entirely to the direction
of the management.

A number of the women devote some of their time to embroidering,
crocheting, and making tetting (only one enjoysthe latter). Those who like this
type of activity are partid to embroidering, while twelve individuds divide their
interest between crocheting and embroidering. Severa remarked that they could
not learn how to crochet, and some confessed that they could not it till long
enough to do any kind of needle work.

Asgdefrom dl these domestic activities, there are dtill otherswhich are redly
essentid and which absorb agood ded of time. Naturaly, these daily tasks have
been somewhat lightened by certain modern conveniences,
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but in some didtricts many of the ancient chores (cutting wood, bringing in water,
etc) dill remain. Of the more frequent household duties, it was found that: eight
wash and iron; (severa have washing machines); four others merdly iron (have
their clothes washed); fifty-seven help with the cleaning; forty-four cook; thirty-
one can and preserve food; and forty-four sew. These activities are distributed
among Sxty-sx individuas, some of whom perform only one or two of the tasks
(usudly cleaning or sewing). Of the one hundred twenty-two workers, six hire
help for cooking and cleaning; eight have their washing and ironing done; and ten
are boarders, who do not hep with any of the housework. In sx instancesin
which both the husband and wife work, the household responsibilities are shared
equdly. Another responghility which is shared equdly isthat of tending smdl
children a prevdent responsbility among the mgority of the families
interviewed.

Of the total number of femaesinterviewed (Sixty-five) forty-four devote some
of their time to sewing- twenty-four of them make dl of their own dothes. And
frequently sew for other members of the family. One or two prefer to buy their
dresses, because “1t's much easiest to get *em already made, and they don’t cost
no more.” Another remarked that she made al of her print dresses.

“They th’ only kind you need. | don’t go nowhere ‘ cept to work.”
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Reading

To some, reading is consdered avitd processin the daily program; to others,
it islooked upon as a difficult task which belongs only to the school-room; to
some, reading is looked upon merely as a habit which may or may not be of any
sgnificance; to others, it is regarded as the favorite excuse of those who are too
lazy to hdp with the domestic chores. Attitudes toward reading, frequently
determine the choice of reading material, aswell asthe amount of timewhichis
devoted to such activity. One may choose types of literature which are sources of
great mental and spiritua strength, or he may resort to literature which is



unwholesome or even indecent. There are good reading habits and there are bad
reading habits- either can be cultivated.

What kind of habits do our textile workers possess, do they read much, and
what do they read? There are twenty-sx who never read, fifty-four who read “a
little’, and forty-two who read “right smart.” Reasons given for not reading, or
for reading very little are: twenty-four do not like to read; four do not know how;
four have bad eyes; and three do not have timeto read. Lack of interest in reading
is sometimes due to inability to read with any degree of ease. Thirty read novels
(chiefly Wild West and detective stories); fourteen read the Bible (two of whom
read nothing but the Bible); forty-three read magazines, and seventy-four enjoy
various newspapers. Some divide their time among al four types of reading
materids. Only those who read
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books (novels primarily) make use of the public library. The mgority prefer
newspapers and magazines which they chiefly provide for themsdves. Ina
magazine popularity contest, the Western Stories, Love and Romance, True
Stories, and Film Magazines win with a vote of thirty-five; the Saturday Evening
Post has three votes; Colliers has two; Textile Magazines have two; and the
Literary Digest, McCalls, and Popular Mechanics have one vote each. (One
person reads three different magazines.) Of those who read the newspapers,
eleven individuds merdy look a the “Funnies’; one isinterested primarily in the
gport page; and severd enjoy the sensationa happenings, and the continued
stories. A smaler group keeps up with current events and palitics. The three
newspapers most frequently read are the Greensboro Daily News The Record,
and the Danville Bee. Only one stated a preference for the local paper, The
Leaksville News Enthusiasm for newspapers was expressed by severd:

“1’ve taken the Greensboro Daily News ever since Roosevelt was el ected,
an’ no matter what time | get through work, | read that paper ‘forel got’
bed.”

“1 read th’ paper first thing when | get home from work.”

“l couldn’t got’ leep nights, if | didn’t read m’' paper.”

Movies

The movies hold an extremey important place in modern life- both as a popular
form of entertainment and as atarget for merited criticism. Thereisno need,
here,
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for adiscusson of the renewed attempts to protect the public from indecent
pictures, nor isit necessary to enumerate the good and bad points of such an



influentid form of amusement. Everyoneis aware of the role which movies play
in molding attitudes, in spreading knowledge, and in offering a brief interlude to
redity, with its ensuing problems. In spite of individua opinions, however, one
cannot overlook the force of motion pictures as a prevaent leisure-time pursiit.

It has already been said that “atending the movies’ ranks very high as one of
the ten leading activitieson our ligt. A tota of saventy-three participate, with
varying frequency, in this form of amusement; sixteen go to the moviesonce a
week; thirteen go twice aweek; nine go three times a week; and one goes four
timesaweek. Lessfrequent attenders are: five who go only to “specid pictures’;
ten go on the average of one a month; twelve average two pictures a month; and
one attends around four a year; four average three a year; and two go only about
twiceayear. Of the forty-nine who never go to the movies, eight have attended in
the following infrequency: one has seen only two picturesin hislife; one has been
three times during her life-time; two have seen one picture in eight years; one has
not seen a picture in seven years, another has not seen but one in SX years; one
has only been twice in five years, and another has seen one picture in two years.
Severa gave reasons for not going; thirty-two are not interested; seven
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cannot financialy afford to go; five do not gpprove of the movies, two have no
way of getting to the theater, and live too far away to walk; one has bad eye-Sght;
oneistoo busy; and one cannot go on account of small children.
V arious comments upon the movies, or upon the attendance at them, are of
interest:
“Movies are the ruination of children. Mine go but | don’t approve.”
“1 like to go when Janet Gaynor is on, ‘ cause she's so innocent.”

“Moviesisall right. I’ve nothin’ against ‘em, but | ¢'nfin’ a better place
fo' m" money.”

“1 go ev'ry time Will Rogersisplayin’.”
“lgoevrytimel c'ngitaquarter.”
“1 go once a week- that’s all a married man can afford.”

“| likethe movies. Lotso’ timesa crowd O’ us goes to Greensboro or
Reidsvillet’ the picture show.”

“1 have to work ‘til mid-night, but | go to the mid-night show twice a
week.”

“It’snothin’ t' ‘em, an’ | don’t have th’ money to spare.”

“It’sjest money thrown away, an’ | need it.”



“| don’t bother with ‘em- there ain’t no good in ‘em.”
“1 don't believein ‘em, t'ain't right t' go.”

“1 quit since joined church.”

Miscdllaneous Forms of Entertainment

Other forms of entertainment which absorb some of the leisure time of this
group of one hundred twenty-two textile workers are: thirty-six are members of

clubs,
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elghty-seven vigt friends and rdatives, ten have “hang-outs’; and twenty attend
dances.

To this group, Club membership consigts primarily in afiliation with various
organizations associated with their work, the church, the “Y”, and with certain
insurance groups. We find thirteen members of the Y. M. C. A. (many of whom
look upon such membership as primarily obtaining privileges of getting a bath);
five are members of the Girls' Club; three belong to the Missonary Society; one
belongs to the Y oung Woman's Auxiliary; one belongs to the Ladies Aid Society;
four are members of the Carolina Council; 4 three are members of the Junior
Council; 5 three are Modern Woodmen; one belongs to the Mutud Aid (an
insurance organization)

4 The Carolina Council is an organization composed of certain employees of the Carolina Cotton and
Woolen Mills Company, such as managers, superintendents, foremen, second hands, section men, and loom
fixers, etc. The object of the Council (which was organized on September 22, 1920) is to promote among its
members (both employees and employers) a better spirit of cooperation, and to give to each member an
opportunity for self-development. At least eight meetings during the year are held, two of which meetings
are of asocia nature. The programs vary, including lectures, debates, and dramatic and music performances.
On the various programs have been such speakers as Dean D. D. Carroll, Dr. Rondthaler, Col. Fred Olds,
Charles Milton Newcomb, L. W. Wallace, and others. The Carolina Playmakers and the North Carolina
Symphony Orchestra have also presented programs for the organization. Each member pays nominal dues of
$1.00 per year.

5 The Junior Council, which has been only recently organized, is composed of certain workersin the plants
and offices. There are only four meetings, during the year, one of which is of asocia nature. Likethe
Carolina Council, the Junior Council has interesting and instructive programs.
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oneisamember of the American Legion; oneisan Odd Fellow; one belongsto
the Junior Order; one belongs to the Bear Association; and another is aMason.
Only two people are members of two or more different clubs; both are women,
each of whom belong to the Carolina Council and to the Missionary Society. In
view of the large number of available organizations associated with the church,
the*Y”, etc., the per cent (29 “%06) of our group who take part is quite small.



In speaking of clubs, one man remarked:
“1 don’t mess around with them.”

An interesting attitude toward the Y. M. C. A. was expressed by amiddle-aged
man: “The*Y” ismogtly for young people and children.” One man who is not
affiliated with any dub, said that he once belonged to an insurance club but had to
drop it during the depression.

Vidgting and listening to the radio, as we have seen, head the list of leisure-
time activities. Thirty-five vigt none a dl; fifty-five vidt “alittle’; and thirty-
two vigt “right smart.” Of those who spend some of ther time vigiting, eight vist
only the sck, while the others go to see rdlaives, friends, and neighbors (given in
order of decreasing numbers). Severd fed it an urgent duty to visit the sick, and
confine dl vigiting to those thus afflicted. The custom of calling upon friends,
and lingering for hours in conversation about the various events of the day- events
of both local and national importance- and frequently joining the family in amed,
seemsto have
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been relegated to the “old-fashioned”. At least, such acustom is not as prevaent
asit wasin the “good old days,” when alarge portion of the southern population
wasrurd. Today, few people take the time to pay even ashort call to their next-
door-neighbor. Many of those interviewed acknowledge that they now have more
time for vigting, but that they “jest don't.” One woman answered that she *never
was no hand to run aroun’”! Those who have cars, however, usudly vist
relatives who live in the country, or who live in some neighboring city; in fact,
many of these individuals have retained certain rurd habits because of the
frequent contact with relatives and friends “back home.” Ownership of acar is
closdly associated with visting- aprevdent atitude is. “What' s the use of wastin’
timegoin' t' vist peopley’ haveto see a work ev'ry day?’

Only ten admitted having “hang-outs’: four loaf a “the store’; three like to
“hang-aroun’ th’ “Y”; one loafs on the street; one “hangs around th’ bridge”
(across Smith River); and another is amember of a group of men who like to
gather in aneighbor’ sback yard. (This back yard is extremely popular during the
baseball season, as the dtitude and location are favorable for a good view of the
game- aview without cost.) The question of “hang-outs’ offended several who
“never wasno han’ t' loaf.” Apparently, loafing on one's own front porch is
much more respectable than loafing anywhere se.

Of those who attend the Saturday Night dances (sub-
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scription dances given a awarehouse in Leaksville each Saturday night, the only
attendance requisite being 75 cents a couple), sixteen atend “sometimes’; and
four attend regularly. One man replied that he attended “ every dance he heered
tell of”. Another, abride of three months, said that she used to go to every dance,



but now that she was married she had “ settled down”. One or two stated that they
danced a home, but never attended public dances.

Sep

An activity which has not been mentioned on our list of leisure-time pursuits,
but one which should be consdered, is“deep”. Naturdly the amount of deepis
conditioned by whatever shift an individuad might work, and since the shift has
been dtered in many individud cases, it isimpossible to determine (in this sudy)
the full sgnificance of the effect of shorter hours upon deeping habits. However,
without any check upon the change of shifts, a count was made of any changein
deeping habits snce the enaction of the N. R. A. It was found that seventy-one
deep the same amount as before the shorter hours; forty-one deep more; and ten
deep less; twenty-eight take naps during the day; six deep later on Saturday
mornings, and three rest more than they did when they worked longer hours. Of
the ten who deep less, three said that they were not as tired since the shorter
hours, and consequently did not need as much deep asformerly. Seven cannot
degp asmuch
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because they have been changed to a night shift, and are unable to deep during
the day. Severd reasons were given for inability to deep during the day: in some
instances, the noise of children, or of other members of the family made it
impaossible to deep; some prefer having breskfast with members of the family
who work during the day rather than deeping; others (casesin which both
husband and wife work) have to get up to prepare meds or to tend small children;
and some have the idea that “ day deep, like night air, an't good for you.”

We have observed how one hundred twenty-two textile workers spend their
leisuretime. Likewisg, it isof interest and significance to note the attitudes
toward the shorter hours as expressed by some of the group. Strangely enough,
the only two people who voiced any disfavor of the present hours, were the same
two individuds previoudy mentioned as taking part in only two leisure time
activities. One objected that the “piece-time’ worker cannot make a decent
living, because when a certain amount of work is completed such workers are sent
home. She centered her attack of the present system, not upon the local
authorities, but upon President Roosevdt, “who is keepin' mill workers from
mekin' aliving.” She climaxed her complaint with this declaration: “Last
election wasthefirg time | ever voted th Democratic Ticket, but if the Lord will
deliver me from my error thistime, I'll never voteit ag'in.”

Contrary to such an attitude, isthat expressed by severa
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who laud the shorter hours because “you ¢'n make jest as much money an’ don’'t
have to work nearly so hard.” Piece-workers express opposing views. some
declare that one can draw as much pay under the present system as formerly,
while others agree that it isimpossble to complete enough work during the



shortened hours to maintain the same weekly pay as during the longer working
day. An energetic young mother of two children, who has done “ piece” work for
SX years, atempted to answer this puzzling Stuetion:

“What the ‘ piece-worker’ getsis up to the individual worker. The wage-
rate has been increased, which fact off-sets the shortened hours. | make
more money under the present systemthan | did before. 1t's up to the
worker. You can’t stop on the job. Those who complain are preudiced
against the party, and they wouldn’t admit they liked anything that the
Democrats do. If Roosevelt raised their salary $10.00, they would
grumble- would probably say it wasn't right for himto do so.”

She further discussed the shorter hours by pointing out their advantages to
working mothers:

“ The present hours are a God-send to working mothers. | wouldn’t work
if I had to leave my two small children with colored help, but my mother is
glad to look after them for me, while I’m at work. Now I’'m able to do all
of my housework- cooking, cleaning, ironing, and sewing. Of course, I'd
betoo tired to do thisif | had to work ten hours. Besides not being so
tired, | have a lot of time before dark to do the many things around the
house. My husband helpsme alot.”

Another house-wife spoke of the advantages of shorter hours:

“Work is not a burden now; | can get my work at home done. It’s nothing
to wash and iron when | can get through before dark.”

Severd pointed out a correlation between good hedlth and shorter hours:

“ My health is much better since | do not work the
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longer hours.”
“1 have gained weight since the shorter hours. They have helped
everybody.”
“1 couldn’t go back to the long hours now. | don’t believe | could hold up
under them.”

“When you work with machinery it keeps your nerves on edge. Before the
shorter hours, | used to be so tired | couldn’t sleep, and when | did finally
get to sleep, it didn’t do me any good. Now I'm more rested and can sleep
better.”

Shorter working hours have crested more wants, is the attitude of severd.



“1f | have moretime aroun’ the houset’ see what’s needed an’ want t' get
it.”

“ 1 spend more money when I’mworking such a short time.”
A thoughtful father of three children expressed himsdf thus:

“Thisisthefirst time we' ve really had a chanceto live; to enjoy the fruits
of our work. Before the shorter hours, | wastoo tired to do anything but
eat supper and go to bed. Now, | have time to enjoy what | earn. Best of
all, I now have time to be with my children; to train them; and to teach
them good manners.”

Obvioudy, this group has different attitudes toward the present hours, and even
though the mgority favor shorter working hours, frequently the leisure time is not
congdructively used. An dderly man unconscioudy summarized the Stuation
when he said:

“ People use the time differently; | rest more, while my son goes more, and
spends more money.”
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Vaiations According to Sex

There is some variation in the manner in which men and women, boys and
girls usethar leisure-time. Naturdly, there are some activities which gpped
more to men than to women, and vice versa. On the other hand, there are alarge
number of leisure-time pursuits that apped to individuds, irrespective of sex.
These interests have been cultivated through other influences, such as
environment and opportunity. Ancther factor which plays an important role in the
useleisureisage. Wefind tha the young, the middle-aged, and the older groups
have different interests. It is perhaps worthwhile to observe briefly, the leisure-
time pursuits of the one hundred twenty-two textile workers from these three
viewpoints: sex, age, and the community in which they live

The group represents an amost equa didtribution of male and femde; fifty-
seven maes and sixty-five femaes. Of some sgnificance is the fact that forty-
nine of the males and thirty-seven of the females are married. In addition, thereis
one widow, and one who is separated from her husband.

The men asawhole, have been in mill employment longer than the women, as
can be seen from the following table: (no consderation is given hereto the
number of males and femaes represented in the three age groups.)
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Maes Femaes YeasIn Mill Employment
9 21 under 5
13 23 5 through 9
17 11 10 through 14

7 6 15 through 19



11 5 over 20

More men than women have had previous occupations; twenty-one malesto
ten females have lived on the farm; nine males to seven femaes have worked in a
mill other than the one in which they are now employed.

Asagroup, the femaes surpass the malesin diversfied activities. However,
two men hold first place in the grestest number of different activities. The largest
number of femaes participate in from six to ten different activities, whereas the
largest number of males engage in either four, nine, or ten different amusements.
(It is necessary to keep in mind that the number of femaesinterviewed exceed the
number of maes. There are eight more than the former):

No. of Different Activities Mde Femde Totd

1 0 0 0
2 1 1 2
3 2 2 4
4 7 6 13
5 4 3 7
6 3 10 13
7 4 7 11
8 5 8 13
9 7 7 14
10 10 8 18
11 5 3 8
12 4 5 9
13 2 2 4
14 0 1 1
15 1 0 1
16 0 1 1
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17 0 1 1
18 1 0 1
21 1 0 1

The ten leading activities (and the number participating in each) among the
mae group are: listening to the radio (38); caring for a garden (38); visiting (37);
reading the newspaper (36); attending the movies (30); attending basebal games
(28); riding (25); participating in club activities (23); swvimming (21); and fishing
(20). Among the femae group, the most popular pursuits are: visiting (50);
listening to the radio (49); attending the movies (43); reading the newspaper (38);
riding (35); ligening to the victrola (35); embroidering (33); caring for flowers
(29); caring for agarden (26); and reading magazines (24).

Again, we note that the leading activities of both groups are chiefly these
which theindividua provides for himsdlf, rather than those offered by the various
organizations of the three communities. The men, however, participate more
frequently in activities sponsored by the“Y” and other clubs than do the women.
It can be seen that saverd of the activities apped to both sexes, in dightly varying
degrees of popularity; wheress, basebal, club membership, swimming, and



fishing are especialy appreciated by the men. The women subdtitute for these
interests: embroidering, the victrola, flowers, and magazines.
In only one other of the entire forty-9x activities
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is there any observed difference in the numbers of maes and femdes who
participate- playing cards. Of the forty who play cards during their leisure, the
greater mgjority are men. Rook ismaost popular among the women of our group,
and it isthe only card game in which they participate to any marked degree.
Obvioudy, any mixed group would disolay some divison of interest
according to sex. The only significance which may be found in viewing the
activities of our one hundred twenty-two textile workers from such a standpoint is
that of noting the differences in popularity of those pursuits which are common to
both sexes. These differences can be seen from the above paragraph which lists
the ten leading activities of both groups. Six of the ten activities apped to both
sexes, but in the following degrees of popularity: the radio and the garden tie for
first and second places among the men; the radio holds second place among the
women; wheress, the garden ranks ninth. Among the men, visting isthird in
importance; to the women visting isfirg in importance. The newspaper holds
fourth place for both the men and the women. To the men, movies come fifth, but
to the women, they come third in interest. Riding, the last of the Six leading
pursuits, common to both sexes, ranks seventh with the men and fifth with the
women (ligening to the victrola ties with riding for fifth and sixth places among
the women.)
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Differences According to the Three Age Groups

Of greater Sgnificance than these differences in the popularity of the various
activities according to sex, are the differences which can be observed in the three
age groups. Those interviewed fdl into three age groups as follows:

Young (16to 25 years, inclusve)- 30
Middle (26to 39 years, inclusve)- 55
Older (40 yearsand over) -37

In the firgt group, the fema es predominate, with twenty-three femaes againgt
only seven mades. Thisisan unfortunate but unavoidable Stuation, considering
the methods of interviewing used. Attention has dready been called to the
method used, and frequently some members of the family were absent during the
time of theinvestigator's cdl. Besdes the difficulty of finding the younger men

a home, there was an gpparent predominance of girls and women in the families
whichwereinterviewed. In the second group, the distribution of males and
femdesis practicdly equd, with twenty-seven of the former, and twenty-eight of
the latter. In the third group, the maes maintain the larger number with twenty-
three males as opposed to only fourteen femaes. This didribution, together with
the differences in the popularity of the activities according to sex, as has dready



been shown, should be kept in mind while observing the variaions found in the
three age groups.
Firg of dl, we note adissmilarity in the number of
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diversons in which the groups teke part:

No. of Activities Young Middle Older Totd

1 0 0 0 0
2 0 2 0 2
3 1 2 1 4
4 2 6 5 13
5 0 3 4 7
6 3 6 4 13
7 2 6 3 11
8 4 5 4 13
9 4 4 6 14
10 4 10 4 18
11 2 3 3 8
12 4 3 2 9
13 1 2 1 4
14 0 1 0 1
15 0 1 0 1
16 1 0 0 1
17 1 0 0 1
18 1 0 0 1
21 0 1 0 0

The mgority of young people take part in eight, nine, ten, and twelve
activities, in the middle group, the largest numbers fal into four, six, seven, and
ten activities; while more older people concentrate upon four and nine diversons,
with a smaler number participating in five, S, eight, and ten different things.

The more popular leisure-time amusements of the young group are: listening
to the radio (28); atending movies (26); visting (21); playing the victrola (20);
reading the newspaper, chiefly the funny sheet (17); reading magazines (16);
reading novels (14); riding (14); waking for pleasure (14); swvimming (13); and
dancing (12). To the young people, the hours outsde the mill are primarily for
pleasure. However, their pleasures do not include any interest in domestic
activities, such asimproving the conditions around
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the home. With them, the picture-show offers the most enjoyable form of
entertainment, but when money is scarce, they can find pleasure in jazz radio
programs or victrolarecords, vigiting and reading. Entertainment, not self
improvement, is the key which unlocks the treasure box of their leisure.

The middle group find some time for domestic interests, but they, too, seek
other forms of entertainment. Here the more prevalent amusements are: visting
(40); attending the movies (35); listening to the radio (34); reading newspapers
(32); riding (29); growing a garden (29); reading magazines (22); club



membership (18); playing the victrola (17); attending basebal games (16);
swvimming (16); caring for flowers (16); raising hogs (16); and embroidering (16).

The older group present adightly different picture in their use of leisure time,
with the fallowing activities leading: growing a garden (28); visiting (26);
listening to the radio (25); reading the newspaper (25); riding (17); playing the
victrola (15); raising hogs (15); going to the movies (12); embroidering (10);
attending basebd|l games (9); and club membership (9).

A comparison of the most popular diversons of the three groups, shows that
only the young people (as a group) read novels, walk for pleasure, and atend
dances. On the other hand, it isthe only group which does not include among its
more prevaent activities: heping with a garden, raising hogs, attending basebdll
games, embroidering,
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and belonging to clubs. Anacther difference in the most prevaent activities of the
three groups is the absence of reading magazines, caring for flowers, and
svimming in the older people'slist. Cultivating flowers appears as one of the
more prevaent diversons, only of the middle group. As agroup, the middle-aged
take a somewhat more active part in those opportunities offered by the
organizations of the community than do the other groups. However, such
activities are not among the fird, even with this group. Thirty-three per cent of

the middle group, twenty per cent of the older group, and thirty per cent of the
young group belong to clubs. The latter group does, however, make more use of
the library than do the other groups. All three groups take advantage of one of the
opportunities offered by the communities- the motion pictures.

The 9x activities which are found in dl three groups are consdered in varying
degrees of popularity: the radio heads the list among the young people; it appears
third in the middle and older group. Movies are second in importance to the
young and middle-aged; while older people put them eighth in popularity.

Vigting is of much interest to dl three groups- third on the younger list; first on
the middle list; and second on the older list. Playing the victrola (an excdlent
subdtitute for the musica programs of the radio when there is no money to buy
new radio tubes; or when the static is too bad) is considered fourth by the

Page 93

young people; ninth, by the middle-aged; and sixth, by the older people. The
newspaper occurs fifth on the firgt list and fourth on both the second and third list.
Riding, last of the mutud interests, holds eighth place for the younger, and fifth

for both the middle-aged, and the older group.

Differences as to the frequency in which the individuds participate in the
more popular activities can be observed in the three age groups. Especidly are
these differences observed in habits of reading, attending the movies, riding, and
vigting. In the younger group, five read none a dl; nineteen read some; and
twenty-four read agreat ded. Only six of the older group devote much time to
reading, while twenty-two read alittle, and nine do not read anything. Of the
latter group, twenty-five read newspapers, five read magazines, five read the
Bible, and two read novels. Of the young group, only one person mentioned the
Bible as one of her sources of reading material. More frequent excuses for not



reading (any or only very little) were given by the older group, who ether do not
know how to read, or read with such difficulty thet it is more of atask than a
pleasure.

Of the more frequent “movie-goers’, one of the middle group attends (average
attendance) four pictures aweek; five young, three middle-aged, and one older go
twice
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aweek; four young, nine middle-aged, and three older go once aweek. The
magority of the older people never go to the movies. The chief reason for not
going isalack of interest in thisform of entertainment, while severd gave astheir
excuse either lack of money, or disgpprova of the movies.

The automobile serves different purposes for the three age groups. To the
young people, it seems chiefly an opportunity to ride for the sole pleasure of
riding, without any specia destination in mind. In some cases, the car isameans
of getting to neighboring towns to see the latest pictures- the young men think
nothing of driving forty milesto see what they think isagood movie. Some of
the middle-aged and older people aso enjoy riding, but more frequently, the chief
purpose of the car to both groups is ameans of going out of town to spend the
week-end with relaives. In thisrespect, the car is closly associated with visiting.
Didtinguishing between the varying degrees in which individuas vist, we find
that ten of the young, seventeen of the middle-aged, and five of the older visit
“right samart”; eleven of the young, twenty-three of the middle-aged, and twenty-
one of the older vist some; while nine of the young, fifteen of the middle, and
eleven of the older vist none a al. The young people vist among friendsin
town, while the other groups, as has been said, enjoy vigting rdatives or friends
“back home.”
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Differences According to Community

The last viewpoint from which we observe the leisure activities of our textile
workersisfrom thet of the three different communitiesin which they live.
Naturdly, differences asto opportunities offered by the communities would
influence the use of lesure. Forty individuas were interviewed in Draper, forty
in Spray, and forty-two in Lesksville. Since both sex and age cause some
differencesin the use of leisure, the following table is given to show the
digtribution of those interviewed in the three communities:

Leaksville Spray Draper

Mde Femde Mde Femde  Mde Femde
Young (16-24 yrs) 2 1 4 7 1 5
Middle (25-39) 6 9 11 7 10 12
Older (40 up) 8 6 9 2 6 6

Something of the stability of the workers can be observed from tables showing
the number of years spent in mill employment, and any previous occupations.



Yeasin Mill Employment Lesksville Spray  Draper
Under 5 9 8 13

5 through 9 13 13 9

10 through 14 10 10 8

15 through 19 6 3 4
over 20 4 6 6
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Previous Occupations Lesksville  Spray  Draper

Tota without any previous

occupation 21 24 21

Lived on Farms 11 10 10

Worked in Bakery 1 0 1

Worked in Store 1 0 0

Filling Station

Police and Barroom tender

Telephone girl

Saw Mill operator

Carpenter

Worked in some other mill

Worked in more than two
different mills 0 1 2

1

0
0
1

oor o

1 0
3 7

(@]
HOHOO

Asto the use of leisure, we find some differences in the number of activities
which interest the individuds in the various communities

No. of Activities Lesksville Spray Draper Totd
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The table above shows such a scattered distribution that no sharp contrasts are
shown between the three communities.



In Leaksville, the more popular diversons are: listening to the radio (30);
vigiting (30); reading newspapers (27); riding (23); playing the victrola (20);
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reading magazines (15); embroidering (15); belonging to clubs (13); growing a
garden (12); and waking for pleasure (12).

Thereisadight variation in Spray, where the leading activities are: ligening
to the radio (30); growing a garden (28); reading newspapers (23); playing the
victrola (18); atending movies (16); raisng hogs (16); riding (14); attending
baseball games (13); and reading magazines (12).

In Draper, the more frequent pursuits are: vigting (30); attending movies (29);
listening to the radio (27); reading newspapers (24); growing a garden (24); riding
(23); reading magazines (16); swvimming (15); caring for flowers (15); and
playing the victrola (14).

Eight of the ten leading activities apped to alarge portion of dl three
communities, but in varying degrees of popularity. In Lesksville, ligtening to the
radio and vigiting, tie for first and second places; while listening to the radio
comesfirg in Spray, and vigiting ranks third. In Dreper, lisgening to theradio is
third in popularity and visting isfird. Attending the movies holds third placein
Lesksville, sixth in Spray, and second in Draper. Reading the newspapers holds
fourth place in dl three communities. Of fifth importance in Legksvilleisriding,
which holds seventh place in Spray, and sixth place in Draper. Playing the
victrola ranks sixth in Legksville, fifth in Spray, and tenth in Draper. Reading
megazines holds
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seventh place in Legksville, tenth in Spray, and seventh in Draper. The last of the
elght activities common to the three communities, is growing a garden, which
interest ranks tenth in Lesksville, second in Spray, and fifth in Draper.

The other two pursuits which make up the ten leading activities, differ in each
community. In Lesksville, embroidering is especialy popular to the women, and
such a pastime vies with reading magazines for saventh and eighth places among
the ten most popular activities. Participation in club activities holds ninth place,
and waking for pleasure ties with growing a garden for tenth and €leventh places.
In Spray, raisng hogs interests an equa number as attend movies, both activities
holding sixth and seventh places. Attending basebal games ranks ninth with the
individuals of Spray. In Draper, swimming and caring for flowers have the same
number of participants, interest in which holds eighth and ninth places.

One other difference is noted in the reaction of the three communities toward
certain leisure-time pursuits. In Spray, reading the Bible is the chief source of
diverson and frequently the only source of reading materid, for severd
individuas. To the generd question of , “Do you read very much during your
spare time?’ eleven people in Spray answered, “| read the Bible’ (or the New
Testament). Such an answer was given by one person in Lesksville, and by two
individuasin Soray.
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VII. Conclusons

Workers in Southern cotton mills changed suddenly from aworking day that
darted at 7 am. and lasted to 6 p.m. to aday of eight hours, with Saturdays free.
Our attention has been directed to a consderation of the activities which absorb
the leisure time of certain textile workers of Lesksville, Spray and Draper.

1. PARTICIPATION. Wefind that the one hundred twenty-one textile
workers who were interviewed for this study divide their leisure time among two
or twenty-one each of forty-Sx activities, the average for the group being ten.

Our ligt of activities may be grouped into eeven mgor divisons, asfollows:
music, riding (automobile), sports, cards and Smilar games, domestic interests,
reading, movies, clubs, visting, “hang-outs’, and dancing.

2. MUSIC. Music absorbs some of the leisure time of 86% of the group. The
greatest number of them prefer jazz programs over the radio. When the static is
bad or when there is no money to buy tubes or other repairs for the radio, the
victrolaand old records are a popular subgtitute. Twelve per cent (12%) of the
group play some kind of musicd instrument, and 14% of the group have no music
whatsoever in ther daily program- many of whom object to it because of certain
religious principles.

3. RIDING (AUTOMORBILES). Forty nine per cent (49%) enjoy riding asa
leisure-time pursuit. Four of the sixty
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who own cars (either individud or family ownership) use it primarily for busness
purposes. Twenty-five percent (25%) use their cars for week-end trips, usudly
returning to rural sections where they once lived, to vist rdatives or friends. The
younger boys and girls (16-25 years inclusive) use the car frequently to go out-of-
town for movies.

4. SPORTS. In spite of the numerous opportunities for sports offered in the
communities, 38 %6 of our group take no part whatsoever in such activities. Of
those who do participate, in one or more of eight different sports, we find that 36
go swimming, 34 attend basebd | games, 4 play basebdll, 27 wak for pleasure, 23
go fishing, 4 pitch horse shoes, 3 hunt, and 1 plays golf.

5. CARDS AND SIMILAR GAMES. Thirty-three per cent (33%) of the
group play cards or smilar games 3 individuds play bridge, 20 play st-back, 6
play poker, 19 play rook, 5 play checkers, 3 play pollyanna, and 2 enjoy the game
of pool. The chief participants are men, except in playing rook. Many of the
older group disapprove of playing cards or Smilar games.

6. DOMESTIC INTERESTS. Domestic interests absorb some of the leisure
time of 77% of our group. Fifty-two per cent (52%) of the entire group have
gardens, the greastest number of which are in Spray and Draper. Of the 122
individuas, 35 raise hogs, 31 grow flowers, 20 raise chickens, and 17 keep a cow.
Eight people devote some time to genera improvements around the house. Other
domedtic interests, however, include 52% of the women and younger girlswho
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embroider- twelve individuds of this group adso crochet, and one individua
makes tatting as well as embroidery and crocheting.

7. READING. We find that 79% of our group devote some of their leisure
timeto reading. Of the twenty-six who never read, many do not know how, and
severd read with such difficulty that they seldom attempt it. The reading
materiads most frequently used are newspapers, epecidly the “funny sheet”, and
magazines of the “Love and Romance’ type. Twenty-five per cent (25%) read
books or noves, 60% read newspapers, and 35% read magazines. The Bibleis
the chief source of reading materid for fourteen of the group, and the only
reading materia for two of the fourteen.

8. MOVIES. Sixty per cent (60%) of the group attend the movies. One
member of the group averages 4 movies aweek, 9 attend on the average of 5 a
week, 13 go twice aweek, and 16 go once aweek. Lessfrequent attendersare: 5
who attend only the “ specid pictures’, 10 who average 1 a month, 12 who attend
2 amonth, 1 who goesto 4 ayear, 4 who go to 3 ayear, and 2 who attend only
about 2 ayear. Disapproval of thistype of amusement was expressed by many of
the 49 who never attend. Lack of interest, money, and time were given by others
as reasons for not attending.

9. CLUB MEMBERSHIP. Twenty-nine and a half per cent (29 “%) of the
group belong to clubs, and two of this group belong to more than one club each.
Thirteen (13) individuas are members of the Y. M. C. A., 5 are members of the
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Girls Club; 5 belong to the Missionary Society; 1 belongsto the Ladies Aid
Society; 4 are members of the Carolina Council; 3 are members of the Junior
Council; 3 are Modern Woodmen; 1 belongsto the Mutud Aid (an insurance
group); 1isamember of the American Legion; 1isan Odd Fellow; 1 belongsto
the Junior order; 1 belongs to the Bear Association; and another is aMason.
Numerous opportunities for club activities associated with the Y. M. C. A.sand
churches are offered by the communities, but little advantage is taken of these
opportunities by members of our group, only 10 %6 of whom are are members of
theY. M. C. A.

10. VISITING. Vigting ranksin popularity with the radio- both of which
interests absorb some of the leisure time of 71% of our group. Twenty-Six per
cent (26%) visit frequently; while 45% vigit less frequently; and 29% visit none at
al. Eight of those who vist less frequently than do the others, fed it their urgent
duty alwaysto visit the sck. Twenty-five per cent (25%) visit relatives “back
home”’ during the week-end.

11. MISCELLANEOUS FORMS OF AMUSEMENT. The two remaining
activities gpped to only asmdl portion of our group.

a DANCING. Sixteen per cent (16%) dance. Throughout the year, weekly
subscription dances are held at awarehouse in Lesksville. The fee for attendance
IS 75 cents per couple. Large numbers of our group, because of religious
principles, severdy condemn this form of entertainment.
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b. “HANG-OUTS’. Eight per cent (8%) of the group have “hang-outs’. Of
these, four loaf a aneighborhood store; three loaf at the“Y”; one loafs on the



dreets; one “hangs around” the bridge which crosses Smith River, not far from
the neighborhood store in North Spray. The mgority of our group think it much
more respectable to loaf on one' s front porch than to loaf on the sireet or in other
public places.

12. SLEEPING HABITS. The amount of time a one' s digposd frequently
influences the individud’ s degping habits. A compassion of these habits before
and after the shorter working hours shows that 34% of our group now deep more
than they did before the shorter hours, and 8% now deep less than they did.
Severa dated that they did not require as much deep when the working hours are
short because they are not astired as they were when they had to work longer
hours.

13. SEX VARIATIONS. There are some variations, from the standpoint of
seX, in the activitiesin which our group participates. We have dready noted that
the average number of activities in which the entire group teke part isten, the
most frequent of which are: listening to the radio, visting, reading the
newspapers, attending movies, caring for agarden, riding, playing the victrola,
reading magazines, svimming, and participating in various dubs (listed in the
order of decreasing popularity). Six of these activities (radio, gardens, visting,
newspapers, movies, and
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riding) apped to large numbers of both sexes, but in varying degrees of

popularity. The chief differences occur in two of these activities, caring for a
garden and attending movies. Sixty-six and two thirds per cent (66 2/3%) of the
men care for a garden, whereas only 40% of the women help with one. Fifty-four
per cent (54%) of the men attend movies, whereas 66% of the women attend.
Among the activities which gpped primarily to the men of our group are:

attending bassbdl games, club membership, swimming, and fishing. The women
subdtitute for these interests: embroidering, the victrola, flowers, and magazines.

14. AGE DIFFERENCES. Differences are d so noted in the three age groups.
Wefind that the young people maintain amore varied program during their
leisure time than so either of the two other groups. The most popular activities
with this group are: atending movies, listening to the radio, visting, and reading.

It is the only group which includes among its more prevaent activities reading
novels, walking for pleasure, and attending dances. On the other hand, it'sthe
one group which does not include among its foremost interests such activities as
helping with a garden, raising hogs, attending baseball games, embroidering, and
belonging to clubs.

15. CHIEF DIFFERENCES AMONG THE AGE GROUPS. Thefollowing
per cents show the chief differences among the three age groups. 93% of the
young, 62% of the middle-aged, and 68% of the older group listen to the radio;
87% of the
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young, 64% of the middle group, and 32% of the older group attend movies, 70%
young, 73% middle-aged, and 70% old vist; 47% young 53% middle-aged, and
46% old devote some of their leisure time to pleasure riding; 47% young, 25%
middle-aged, and 5% of the older group read novels, 53% young, 40% middle-



aged, and 13% of the older group read magazines, 57% young, 58% middle, and
67% of the older group read newspapers, and 30% of the young, 33% of the
middle, and 24% of the older group belong to clubs of any kind. Twenty-seven
per cent (27%) of the young, 38% of the middle, and 49% of the older take no
part whatever in any sport.

16. COMMUNITY DIFFERENCES. In the three communities there are
chiefly two activitiesin which any variation is shown: atending movies and
growing agarden. In Leaksville 67% of our group attend movies, 40% in Spray,
and 72% in Draper. Of sgnificance isthe fact that certain sections of Spray are at
some distance from any thegtre or place where pictures are shown, and many of
those who do not have cars do not attend the movies because of the long walk.
Others do not go because they look upon such entertainment as contrary to their
religious principles. In Draper the motion picture affords the chief form of
amusement to those who live in that community. In Leaksville, 29% of our group
care for agarden, 70% in Spray have gardens, and 60% of those in Draper. Many
sections of Spray are epecidly rurd, and large numbers of the people there not
only grow
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their own vegetables but aso raise hogs, and chickens, and keep a cow.

17. LACK OF PARTICIPATION IN ACTIVITIES OFFERED BY THE
COMMUNITIES. Wefind that the group, except for afew individuas, does not
take advantage of the activities offered in the three communities. Thereare
severd explanaionsfor thislack of participation in the programs sponsored by
the Y. M. C. A.sand smilar organizations of the communities. First, those who
have access to a car, choose visting relatives out- of-town, pleasure motoring, and
attending movies in neighboring towns, in preference to taking part in the
activities in the community in which they resde. A second explangion isthat a
large number of individuas look upon the*Y” as existing primarily for the
entertainment of the very young. Aside from this attitude, there are those who are
indifferent to games or sports of any kind, and those who disgpprove of such
diversons, no matter how wholesome, because of certain rdigious inclinations.

The influence of the church, especidly in Spray, isunusud. In dl three
communities, there are individua's who manifested interest in the church, but in
Spray, the influence is most marked. In this community there are many different
religious groups, some of which are entirdy origind. Attending movies, ligening
to music or playing any kind of musica insrument, or participating in games or
gports, are considered snful by many of those who
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resdein Spray.

Vigting relatives out- of-town has aready been suggested as a contributing
factor to the lack of participation in the activities offered by the three
communities. Because of the congtant contact with relatives and friends who live
in the rurd section of the neighboring counties (in North Carolinaand Virginia), a
large number of these people, especidly those of Spray, have retained their rurd
habits. Growing a garden, raising chickens and hogs, and keeping a cow are
among those habits which many of these individuas have not given up.



Recommendations

1. From conclusion 2, we find that a very smal per cent play any kind of
musicd insrument. It is suggested that the former program of directing
community music which was discontinued three years ago, be reinstated as soon
as expedient.

2. We cannot dictate the individud’ s leisure time pursuits, but it is suggested
that redtriction be exercised in dlowing the young people to promiscuoudy use
automobiles asamagor means of leisure. Since the communities offer interesting
programs of activity, it seems best that the young people participate more fredy in
its varied activities.

3. There are hundreds of various card games. These games afford
opportunity for many hours of wholesome
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leisure time activity. Thereisaneed for the community to develop a broader
attitude toward games of thiskind. We believe that the church and school can ad
the home in the utilization of these games.

4. One of the mgor hobbies of today is home beautification and
improvement. Conclusion 6 clearly indicates the need in these three communities
dong thisline. We believe that a concerted action sponsored by some of the
civic groups could develop interests dong this line, and within a short time,
revolutionize the home surroundings and bring added beauty for the enjoyment of
the community.

5. Thereisavery good library in the community. Conclusion 7 definitely
indicates that those we studied are not using it. Something should be done to
either bring these people to the library or to bring the library to the people. We
aso find a need for some definite work in the field of adult education to diminate
illiteracy and many border cases of illiteracy. The night schools of the
communities should make some provison for teaching reading and writing as
well as offering more technica ingruction.

6. Concluson 8 shows that many of the group need to exercise some
discrimination in attending movies. Interest in this type of entertainment should
not be developed to the exclusion of al other types.

7. From conclusion 9, we find that avery small per cent areinterested in
locdl, sate, or nationa clubs. Today there are hundreds of clubs for adults, both
for mdeand
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for femde. Likewise, there are numerous clubs of an educationa, recrestiond,

and socid nature, for younger boys and girls. We suggest that a greater emphasis

be given on the part of community leadership for awider participation in the clubs

dready exigting. It isaso suggested that a study be made of the locd

communities to ascertain whether al the age groups and interests are satisfied,

and from this study a program in regard to community life be developed.

8. Theredill existsin modern life agroup of people who condemn what we

cdl socid dancing. Physicd educators believe that wholesome dancing is



aworthwhile activity- it possesses socid aswdl as physica vaues. We
suggest that the school, church, and community agencies sponsor folk
dancing as a subgtitute for socid dancing. There are hundreds of folk
dancing available to leaders, and wherever this form of entertainment has
been tried, both the individua and the group have responded
wholeheartedly to the activity.

9. Itisvery evident from conclusion 14 that we need to build aleisure time
program with its emphass upon the adult. From the trend of this study it
is the adult who has been given leisure, and it isimperdtive that we
subgtitute adult leisure time activities for adult hours which have been
taken away from work. We believe that the school and church can take
the lead herein making a study of adults in an attempt to promote
interesting and worthwhile activities.

10. Possbly thereisaneeded variation in the program offered in the three

communities. Therefore, we urge
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the community agencies of dl typesto join in a conference to Sudy the leisure
time program of the communities; to further fadilities, activities, and

programs, to find wesaknesses and strengthen them; and to plan along-time
program looking toward a satisfactory development of the leisure life of the
people of the communities. The evidenceis overwheming that leisure time
will increase. This but emphasi zes the chalenge to promote a program.
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